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in extraordinary Favour 
with the ueen; and 


Frame ne at his Fall. She had raiſed 
him to the higheſt Dignities of her 5 
423 Kingdom; 1 
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(2) 
Kingdom; and he continued then 
General of her Army in Jreland, a- 


gainſt the Earl of Tyrone, who had . 


raiſed a Rebellion We His Endea- 
vours to divert this Misfortune were 
vain; and after an obſtinate Re- 
ſiſtance he was brought up to Lon- 
don, and confin'd to his Houſe. 

The Services he had done the 
State by his Valour were very con- 
ſiderable.; but the Favours the 
Queen's peculiar Goodneſs had heap- 
ed on him proceeded from a far 
more ſecret Cauſe, and more preſ- 
ſing Motives. Had the Earl of 
'Effex never fignaliz'd himſelf by 
the Glory of his Actions, the Kind- 
neſs ſhe had for him would have 
made her diſtinguiſh him from the 
reſt of her Subjects; and 'tis certain 
her Affection had made him her 
Favourite, before he could pretend 
to it in the leaſt by his Services. 


She was highly renown'd above the 


Women of her Time for Courage 


and e of Mind; yet tbo | 


weak | 
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weak to be Proof againſt the Im- 


preſſions of Love. She had a paſ- 


ſionate Tenderneſs for the unfor-— 
tunate Criminal, Which was his Ad- 
vocate, and defended him from the 


Severity of Juſtice; and was ſo far 


from taking Plcaſure of publick Re- 
venge of him, that ſhe abhorred 
in her Heart thoſe cruel Maxims 


that croſs'd her Inclinations. 
She kept her Bed, to prevent the 


leaſt publick Diſcovery of a Frou- 


ble it was not in het Power to con- 
ceal, and admitting of no Compa- 
ny but the Counteſs of Nottingham 
(her intimate Confident). the gave 
Vent to her Tears, and freely la- 


mented the M ſortuhe that threat- 


ned the Repoſe of het Life: 
The Counteſs had a little ſuſpecł- 
ed the Queen's Iaclination, and 


thought herſelf obliged by power- 
ful Reaſons 10 find out the Myſtery. 
But this being a tender Point, and 


having to deaf with a Princeſs natu- 


rally! of a very high Spirit, the Coun- 
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tels was filent. But the Queen's 
Grief was too violent to continue 
long mute; her Sighs confirmed 
the Suſpicions of the Counteſs, and 
her repeating in her Trouble the 
Earl of Efex's Name, convinced 
the Countets of the Truth of what 


till then the had but ſlightly fan- 
cied. 


of herſelf, ſhe eaſily concealed her 
Concern in the Adventure; and 
appearing only ſenſible of the Trou- 
ble of the Queen, ſhe uſed all the 
Art ſhe had, to comfort her; and 
fail'd not to put her in Mind, how 
ſerviceable on that Occaſion, her 
Virtue might be to her, which had 


already made her the Wonder of the 


World. 


Ah, Madam |! (ſays the Queen, 


interrupting her) You do not yet 
know me. The Force I have long put 
upon myſelf, hath made you think, 
with the reſt of the World, tha: the 
Height of my Spirits hath raiſed 
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me above che Infirmities of Nature, 

and the Greatneſs of my Thoughts 

ſecured me from the Troubles of 

Life; but alas! poor Eligabeth is a 

Slave to her Weakneſs; and hath 

all this while but ſacrificed to Re- 

putation all the Quiet of her Soul, 
and Happineſs of her Days! 

. - 'Tis high Time, Madam, to re- 
veal the Myſtery. | 
My Heart, Madam, is ſenſible 
and ſuſceptible of the deepeſt Im- 
preſſions, and what I have in Ap- 
pearance condemned mot, is perhaps 

the only Thing that has moſt Power » 

over me. 

The Earl of Eſſex is not leſs fa- 
mous for the Victory gained over my 
Heart, than for his Treaſons againſt 
me: And I, who have always main- 
tained the Freedom of my Soul, and 
pores the Liberty of my Affection 
rom ſubmitting to the Efforts of all 

the noted Princes of Europe, and 

the greateſt of my Subjects, have now 
the Misfortune to find my Inchnati- 
n ons 
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ons violently ſwayed in Favour of a 
Perſon, as ungrateful as faithleſs. 
You know what I have done to raile 
him ; nor can you be ignorant how 
II he hath requited me by his Crimes. 
A Man, win, being Governor of 7re- 
land, General of my Army, in quict 
Poſſeſſion of the beſt Offices of my 
Kingdom, and Maſter of my Afﬀec- 
tion, yet could not forbear conſpir— 
ing againſt that Authority I was 
but too much inclined to give him a 
Share of; and, perhaps, againſt 
Life I took no other Pleaſure in, but 
the Opportunities I had by it to 
make his Happ— 

It was not in. the Queen's Power 
to ſay one Word more. And the 
Countels more than ordinarily con- 
cerned: at the Diſcourſe, became ſo 
much the more curious; and pre- 
tending to comfort the Queen, en- 


gaged her very dexterouſly to a fur- 


ther Diſcovery. 


No, Madam, (replies on Queen) 


there is no Hopes of Comfort for me, 


g ** the E. of F/ex 157 * the Con- | 
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dition you ſee his 1 impril ſonment hath 
put me in, you may guels what I am 
like to be reduced to by his Death. 
His Crimes I abnor, but am in Love 
with his Perſon, and find, that as 1 
have been ſo weak to let him know it, 
I ſhall again be ſo weak to pardan 

him: You-do not know his-C Carriage 
towards me; and perhaps my Aﬀec- 
tion will as eaſily find. Excuſes tor. his 
Ingratitude, as it did for my Kind- 
neſs. I will give you the Relation, 
of it, but canjure you to reproach 
me ſo plainly with the Sbame I ex- 
poſe myſelf to, that I inay at laſt 
prevail with myſelf to abandon the 
ungratefulleſt of Men, to the Rigi 
ofhis Fate. YA 
F ſhall not give you an Account 
of the Iatereſf of England, other 
than what the Earl of EH ſtatils 
concerned in. I will pats by: the 
Obſtacles, raiſed againſt my Eſta- 
bliſument, and tell you. only, 1 
quickly gained Poſſeſſion of the 
oo was adored: by my People, 
and 


and happy beyond the Hopes of a 
Perſon of my Sex. But Elevation 


is Not always attended with the 


Pleaſure of Life; and that ſmooth 


Gale of Felicity and Repoſe in the 


Beginning of my Reign, quickly 
blew over, at leaſt, in my Opinion. 

Being ſettled in my Government, 
I found my Court throng'd with 
Suitors of Sovereign Grandeur, {tri- 
ving to merit the Choice it was in 
my Power (at once] to make of a 
Huſband and a King. The Earls 
of Somerſet, Leiceſter, Arundel, and 
Herford, had the molt Right to 
pretend to it. But finding myſelf 
diſturb'd by their Importunities in 
my moſt ſerious Affairs, and not 
at all inclined to entertain their 
Suits, I formally declared to them, 
I defigned to live ſingle, and endea- 
voured to make them amends, by 
conſiderable Employments, and Al- 
liances, I beſtow'd on them: Three 


of them openly quitted the Hopes 
they had conceived: Only the Earl 


of 


i 
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(9) 
of Leicefier, more ambitious, _ or 


more conſtant then the reſt, kept 
a-toot his Pretenfions, and publickly 


' continued his Services: But it was 


not ordain'd his Perſeverance ſhould 
be. crowned with the Reward of my 


Affection. 


The Earl of Eſſex voting ſigna- 
liz d himſelf againſt the rebellious 
Earls of Northumberland and Mes- 
moreland, made about this Time his 
firſt Appearance at Court, and ſo 
found with more Eaſe the Secret to 
pleaſe me. 

Thoſe who preſented him to me 
ſpoke much in Commendation of 
him, and I was too much an Eye- 
Witneſs of the Merit of his Perſon. 
I looked upon him as an extraordi- 

Man: Nor could J but think 
it equally extraordinary to find my- 
ſelf ſo ſtrangely affected with him 
at the firſt Sight. The Reception 
I gave him was very obliging, and 
the Acknowledgments he made me 
were full of Reſpect: ſo that for 
Polz the 
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(10 
the Time, I ſaw no Cauſe to check 
my Inclination. 

J may date from this firſt View 
the Loſs of my Repoſe. I preſent- 
ly fell into a Diſquiet I had till. then 
been altogether a Stranger to. -And-in 
Spight ot my high Spirit, I. could not 
but inwardly acknowledge the Cauſe; 
and all the Efforts of my we eee. 
Humour againſt it, ſerved only to 
make the Triumph of the Earl of 
Eſſex the more glorious. 
©: You: would: better comprehend 


the Condition I was in, did you 
know the Reſentments of a great 
Soul, jealous of its Reputation, in 


Extremities of this Nature; the 
Combat it undergoes, and the Con- 
fuſion that attends the Defence. 

J fear'd my Eyes would diſcover 
the Pleaſure I took in looking on 
the Earl of Eſex, and my Weak- 
neſs occaſion Diſcourſes in the 
World to the Prejudice of my. 


Glory. I ſhunned the Sight of him, 


but to little Purpoſe, when I car- 
ried 
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ried the Idea of him in my Heart. J 
was angry with mylelt for it, aid 
ſummoned my Reaſon to my Aflilt. 
ance to declare it: But Love had 
ſo violently ſeized my Heart, that 
I ſtruggled in vain to diſpoſteſs him. 

By little and little I yeilded my- 


+ ſelf Captive: to that powerful In- 


_ — . —> 
— 3 


clination, which had at firſt Sight 


made me ſo much in Love with the 
Perſon of the Earl of Effex: And 


pretending the Services he had done 


me againſt the Earls of Northumber- 


land and Weſtmoreland, and the Me- 


mory J had of the good Services of 
his Father, as the Ground of my 


Favour, I made him Knight of the 


Garter, Maſter of the Horſe, and 


of the Privy Council, though under 


Age. 


gled with, and condemned my- 


ſelf, for. The higher he grew in 
Office, the nearer he was to my 


Perſon : His Complaiſance, his Re- 
1 


Thus did I cheriſh and indulge; 
the Weakneſs I had fo long ſtrug- 


SV 1 
ſpe©, his Looks, which to me ap- k 
peæed all kind and languiſhing, and © 
&pecially my Affection, which had 
Tenderneſs enough to give a favou— ö 
rable Conſtruction to the leaſt of 
his Actions, conſpired to betray 
me. 

Envy raiſed him Enemies: The 
Earl of Leiceſter, concerned to be 
jealous of him, quickly ſuſpected 
the Fruth ; and looking on the 
Earl of 72 as a Perſon of Merit, 
capable to croſs his Pretenſions, he 
made it his Buſineſs to ſupplant him; 
y which I preſently obſerved. I eafily 
foreſaw the Trouble my Favour 
might cauſe between Perſons ſo con- 
fiderable : And the better to counte- 
nance the Kindneſs I had for Eſſex . 
I affected a little Complaiſance for 
Leiceſter, which ſomewhat abatcd 
the Edge of his Jealouſy. © { | 

About that Time the King of 
Waun the Emperor, for his Son, 
and the Duke of Anjou, made me 

| their 


3 ( 23) 
their ſeveral Propoſals of Marriage, 
q which I was forced to receive, but 
| If | ' wanted not Pretences to ſend home 
their Ambaſſadors, without any Fruit 
p of their Negociation. 
How contrary to the real Motive 
Y of my Actions were the Interpre- 
' tations Men made of my Refuſal 
© Yof Marriage with thoſe Princes ! It 
1 redounded much to my Honour, 
my Glory was encreaſed by it, and 
the World admired my Contempt 
„of Love, even when my Soul was 
; ! wholly poſſeſſed by. it. 
4 The Averſion J expreſs'd 8 Fo- 8 
teign Alliances, raiſed the Hopes 
of the Earl of Leiceſter ; and Eſſex 
ſeemd overjoyed at it; not, ſaid he, 
as I heard afterwards, but that the 
5 Queen is diſcreet in all her Actions; 
and her Choice. had ſhe made one, 
bad been decent and juſt; but that I 
think her ſo fit to reign alone, that I 
1 could not, without extreme Trouble, 
| fee her ſhare her Authority with a 
& Huſband, who perhaps would in 
Ti me be her Maſter. The 


The Conſtruction I made of the 
Fall of Efjex's Zeal was ſuitable to 
my Affection, and the Deſire J had 
of gaining his Heart; which I de- | 
hired ſo paſhonately, That I fancied 
it done, and that the pretended Seve- | 
rity that made me flight Kings, was 
the only Thing that frightened his 
Reſpect, and that he had declared 
his Love to me, could he have thougth 
he durſt preſume to do it. 

The Duke of Alenſon (not diſcou- 
00 by my Refuſal of his Brother) 
began ſoon after to make Addrelſ- | 
ſes for himſelf; and it was not in 

my Power to deny my Conſent for 
his Voyage to London: But what 
Advantages ſoever he pleaded in his 
Favour, certain it is, the Earl of 
Eſex loſt not any he had gained 
over me. The Stay of that Prince 
in England fortified the Barl's In- 
tereſt, He was conſtantly at my 
Elbow. When the Duke of Alenſon 
ſpoke to me, methoughts I read Re- | 4 


6 againſt ane, in the Earl 
of 
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ſudden Maſters of Daventer. 


fence; 


the Kingdom, 


(725-3 
of Eſex's Eyes. The Earl of Lei- 
ceſter, Weck ed me as carefully, tho? 
not with equal Regard from me, I 
raiſed ſo many Difficulties a ainſt 
the Duke of Alenſe 22 Deſign that 
he was forced to TTY and I rid 
wy Hands of his Perſon and Suit, 
without giving him Cauſe of Com- 
plaint. 

You: know, that alice the Death 
of the Queen of Scots, the King of 
Spain, who ſtill makes himſelf 1n- 
diſpenſibly ſubject to a Neceſſity of 
oppoling me, entered into a Lags 
with the Pope againſt me. And 
having filled the W orld with i injuri- 
ous Declarations againſt my Right to 
the Crown, they joined all their 
Forces to pull it off my Head. The 
Spainiards made themfelves on the 
The 
Duke of Parma laid Siege to Slays. 
It was high Time to provide for De- 
and the Earl of Leiceſter was 
ſent away with all the Nobility of 
at the Head of a 


nume- 


(-10 ) 
numerous Army. The Earl of E/- 
ſex. was one of the firſt 8 
him; and as ſtrongly inclined as I 
was to ſay him, yet I thought the 
Man I loved ought not to be idle, 
when he had Opportunity, by glo- 
rious Actions, to merit the Kindneſs 
I had for him, | 

I will not ſpend Time in giving 
you the Relation of a War, which 
perhaps you are ſufficiently informed 
of, and concerns not the Secrets of 
my Life. It tended to our Advan- 
tage; all (to the very Winds) hav- 
ing. favour'd our Side. When the 
Generals of the Army arrived at 
Longen, I was carried in Triumph 
to St. Pauls: Yet the Joy I had to 
ſee the Earl of Eſex, was greater 
then that for the ſignal Victory ob- 
tained. Amongſt an infinite Num- 
ber of Perſons of ſeveral Ranks, 
my Eyes were fixed only on him: 
And much ado I had, ſometimes 
out of Policy, to caſt a Look on 


the Earl of ZLeice/ter. Both of them 


1 r 


had 
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had done very great Actions: J 
commended them publickly ; and 
LI joyed the Earl of Eſex 
for the Succeſs of his Valour and 
Conduct; who {poke ſo much in 
Praiſe of the Valour and Conduct 


of the Earl of Leiceſter, that he 


was forced, in Requital, to do him 
Right, in giving him openly the 
Elogies he deſerved. 

Not long after this Expedition, 


the Earl of E/ex fell into a very 


deep Melancholy: I was the firſt 


that perceived it; and took it for 
an Effect of ſome ſecret Paſſion. I 
wiſh'd now and then he would once 
take the Boldneſs to declare him- 
ſelf, but preſently my Reaſon, upon 
ſecond Thoughts, ſet before my Eyes 
the Confuſion would certainly fol- 
low an Explication of that Nature, 
to the Ruin of my Reputation, and 


that high Eſteem the World had for 
me; yet (to ſpeak Truth) I could 
| not reſolve what to do or to wiſh: 


I was in Love, I deſired to be loved 
* again 


"4 w 
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(18) 
again; and that was all I could make 
"i 3 'F 
The Earl 5 Eſſex in the mean 
Time continued ſad; I was troubled ; 
to ſee him ſo; and fancying myſelf | 
the Cauſe, I was deſirous to know > 
it; and reſolved to fetch it out of 
| him. | | | 
4 He had full Liberty of Acceſs to 
i me, and I enlarged it daily; but 
44 not to expoſe my Reputation, in 
| forcing him to declare himſelf, I 9; 
Wl pretended an Inclination to favour 
| the Earl of Leice//er ; who, ſince his 
1 late Victories, had entertained new 
Hopes. J. 
3 One Day as the Earl of Eſſex 

came to 25 me for the Govern- : | 

8 
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K 


q 7 
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ment of Ireland J had beſtowed on 
bim, I was loth to loſe the Op- 
ortunity; and interrupting what 
he would have, faid in Acknowledge- 
ment, ou nerd not enlarge yourſelf, | 
(aid 1) br a Thing Tam fully aſſur'd | 
of. tale Pleaſure in raiſing your | 
Tartan. and wiſh I could as ca? 
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remove your Melancholy, as J am 
# pleaſed to give a new Proof of .the 
©; Senſe JI have of your Service. You 
may, in your Turn, oblige me, (ad- 
F 5 I) 5 am fallen into a trouble- 
ſome Conjuncture, and find it very 
2 cult to reduce my Affectious in- 
to a Compliance with the Neceſſity of 
the State; this preſſes me hard. to 
Provide England @ King; this. Choice 
115 atjficult, "and TI have not a Mind 
170 make it among Foreigners: You 
are dilcreet, and I have Reaſon to 


1 beleive not the leaſ? Ioving of my Sub- 


1 


ects. 1 will tale your Advice; enk 


4 your Mind freely, "what Man in En- 
Y gland you think beſt deſerves this For- 
{ lune. 
I look' d upon him with that Kind- 
neſs as would have inſpired the moſt 
Fiearful with Boldneſs: J obſerved 
| ; in his Eyes extraordinary Emotions, 
and all the Symptoms of a Secret 
ready to break out. The Point ap- 
peared r and my Imagination 
flattered me, all will be. as 1 
wiſh'd 


wiſh'd. 


© cry'd he, will render a Man more 


ny 


(20) 
our Majeſty's Reſolution, 


© glorious by the Quality of your 


c 
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Huſband, then of the greateſt Mo- 


narchon Earth. Remember, ſaid I, 


T expect not a Panegyric, but Ad- 
vice from you, and that your Bu- 


ſineſs at preſent is to nominate the 
Man I am to make King ; not to 
commendhis good Fortune in being 
ſo. The Buſineſsis ſonice, Madam, 


replies he, I dare not ſpeak my 
Mind, tho' your Majeſty order it. 
Did you know, ſaid I, what moves 
to this Confidence in you, you would 
perhaps expreſs yourſelf with a 
great deal more Freedom; but be- 
cauſe to bring you to it, I mult pro- 
ceed further, Tell me wehther you 


think the Earl of Leiceſter deſerves 


tobe your Prince?” The Earlof Lei- 


ceſter, (anſwers he) is well born, and 
a Perſon of great Merit, and will 
anſwer the Honour your Majeſty i in | 


tendshim. Is thatall you have to fay | 
to me, faid I! An, Madam, anſwers 


he 


: 
of 
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n, Ihe, with a Sigh, which made me 
re expect ſomething more pleaſing, I 
ar ſhould have more to ſay to you for my 
0. ſelf, than he Earl of Leiceſter, What 
5 f hinders you? ſaid I, The Reſpect I 
1_ have for your Majeſty, anſwer'd he: 
Al am in Love Madam, but it is not a 
ad Thing fitting to make my Queen my 
o Conſideht. I bluſhed at thoſe Words, 
72 and was in a Mind not to proceed 
55 further. But I look'd upon him, 
7 and there needed no more to declate 
my Weakneſs: I have that Eſteem 
8 for you, added I, that I am not un- 
TY willing to be of your Council. Well, 
a Madam, ſince you will have it io, 
continues he, I muſt acquaint you 
#I am deſperately in love with the 
Counteſs of Rutland ; and that L 
4 f cannot live, if your Majeſty con- 
ſent not that ſhe ſhall make me 
1 app. | 
Tou may cafily guels what an A- 
Saoniſhment I was in at this Explica- 
tion, having upon ſo good Grounds 
expected to have heard myſelf 
named 
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named ; it is well for me I had not 
altogether loſt the Haughtineſs of | 
my Nature ; the poor Remains of | 
it were my only Helps to wa i 
me from diſcovering more Weak- 
neſs to the Earl than he had diſ- 
covered Love for his Miſtreſs. His 
Tranſports helpt me to recover mine. 
He perceived not the Blow he had 
given me, and facrificing my Griet 
to my Glory, I affected to appear 
calm and unconcerned, when my 
Soul was full of Trouble and Con- 
fuſion. You have made a very good 
Choice, faid I, and the Counteſs of 
Rutland will well deſerve the Kind- 
neſs you profeſs for her. Madam, re- 
plies he, with Satisfaction in his 


Looks, which heighten d my Grief, 


you havedonemore for me, in approv- 
ing the Paſſion I have for the Coun- 
teſs of Rutland, than you could have 


9 


ö done, had you procured me the Em- 


pire of the Univerſe, It is your De- 
lire then, added I, with a Sigh my 


Deſ pur forced from me, that I ſhoud 
give 
O 
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( 23 ) 
| give her to you? I deſire any thing, 
. # tays he, that may preſerve me from 


of | dying for Love of her. Go your way 


then, ſaid I, to be rid of him, and 
eaſe myſelt of the intolerable Con- 


ſtraint I was under, be aſſured I will 
concern myſelf in your Amour. You 
» ſhall know it in time. But take heed 
vou give not the Earl of Lerzcefecr 


1 


the leaſt Intiraation of the Secret 1 
have imparted to you. Not beiore I 


2 have Orders from your Majeſty, an- 


* ſwered he, to congratulate his Hap- 
pineſs, and pay him the Devoirs of 
an affectionate Subject. 

Had» you ſeen with what an Air 


he pronounced theſe Words, you 


would have abhorr'd him for his 
Ingratitude. As for me, I was left 
in ſo deſparate a Condition, it was 
long e'er I could recover my Reaſon' 
out of the Entanglements of Love, 
Anger, and Jealouſy. 

I was partly the Author of my 
Misfortune, by calling to Court. the 


Counteſs of Rutland, after het Huſ- 
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( 24 ) 
band's. Death, without conſidering 
ſhe was one of the handſomeſt La- 
dies on Earth, and but fixteen 
Years old. I had not obſerved any 
particular Kindneſs the Earl of Eſſex 
had for her : He viſited her as other 
Ladies of the Court. But their In- 
trigue was myſterious; and the more 
ſecurely it was carried, the Engange- 
ment was the ſtronger, and the At- 
fection more tender. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the 
Trouble I was in, when Anger ſeiz- 
ed the Place Grief had poſſeꝛt in my 
Heart. Though the Earl of Eſſex had 
been ignorant of his good Fortune, 
1 could not forbear reproaching 
him for lighting it as he did, and 
forgot not to charge him with 
Treachery and Ingratitude. But 
when I conſidered he was ſo far from 
apprehending my Meaning, that 
he was gone directly to make a ſo- 
lemn Tender of his Love to ano- 
ther, and carry her the joyful News 
of his Succeſs with me ; 1 reſolved 


at- 


*\ „ vw =” — — LL — — — 2 


ms — 9 — m — — wo 


ö 
7 } 
: # 


( 25) 
at leait to delay the Pleaſure of it 
for a Time, and went out of my 
Cloſet into my Chamber, to cal! 
him back, I thought I heard the 


Earl of Leiceſler's Voice and his 
in the Anti-Chamber, and going 
to the Door, found I was not 
3 miſtaken. Leicefter*s Jealouſy had, 
in all Probability, made him watch 
% F/ex as he entered my Chamber; 

and when he ſaw him return with 
Satisfaction in his Looks: you are 
happy, ſays he, in a Privilege, to 


entertain the Queen as long as you 


pleaſe ; when others, who as paſſion- 


} ately deſire it, can't obtain that Hap- 


pineſs for a Moment. I am perſuaded, 
replies Ffex, you better deſerve it; 


and make no doubt but you will find 


more Pleaſure in it. I'll leave you at 


Liberty to go in Search of it, and you 


may do me a Favour not to ſtay me, 
being called another Way, on a very 


pteſſing Occaſion. He had no ſooner 
taid ſo,” but he went his Way; and 
I was fo confounded with this new 
B 3 Sight, 


ri 1 
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( 26) 
Sight, I ſcarce knew where 1 ſtood. 
Having at laſt recovered my Rea- 
ſon, I had the Diſcretion to hide 
my Weakneſs. Preſently my An- 
ger would have vented itfelt on 
the Counteſs of Rutland : But 1 
conſidered her only Crime was 
her Beauty; and that ſhe knew not 
my Concern for her Servant. 4 
The Earl of Leiceſier having at 1 
his Entance perceived me in Dis- 
order, durſt not take Notice of it, 
but after a ſhort Viſit withdrew. 8 
A little before, I had ſent to con- 
oratulate the King of Navarre, up- 
on his coming to the Crown of,“ 
France; and having Intelligence 
he wanted Aid to ſecure his Go- 
vernment, I reſolved to ſend him 
ſome, under the Conduct of the Earl 
of Eſſex, | in Hopes his Abſence might h 
cure me. I would have perſuaded 
myſelf, the Cauſe of my removing 1 
him on that Occaſion, was my ut 


Deſire to forget him; but upon fe-W#* 
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cond Thoughts, I muſt confeſs, it 
vas rather the Deſire of removing 
him out of a Sight of a beloved 
Rival. 

Being reſolved on the Point, I 
haſten'd the Execution, and having 
ordered the Earl of Efex to attend 
me; you love Honour, faid I to 
him, and J cannot think you will pre- 
fer the pleaſure of ſighing before a 
# Mittrets, to the Opportunities of ac- 
gquiring Glory : : I have provided one 
for you; and am reſolved you thall 
command the Troops I am ſending 
to the French King. To fortify 
therefore yourſelf againſt the Trou- 
bles of Abſence, you need only think 
of the Pleaſure of a Return. His An- 
ſwer was only Sighs, and that paſ- 
ſionate Language made me haſten 
his Departure. 

Soon after the Counteſs of Nut- 
land (whom I could not forbear 
„uſing very mildly) deſired leave to 
- go into the Country a conſidera- 
148 Pie Diſtance from London. I had 
3 then 
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(28: 
then fo little Love for her, I did not 
detire to have her near me, but readi- 
ly conſented ſhe ſhould retire. 
The Hopes ſhe had to {ce the Earl 
of 'E/ſex return, ſupported her ſo, 
that ſhe, with much Moderation,“ 
law him take his Leave: But I am | 
atlured by Experience, the Grief for | 
his Departure equall'd, at leaſt, the 
Hopes for h:s Return, 7 

When he was arrived in France, 
Fame ſpoke aloud in Commenda- 
tion of him; his Abſence altered not 
my. Affection; and in ſpite of all I 
could do to the contrary, I had a 
ſenſible Pleaſure to hear him com- 
mended, W 

Had I been deſired, I ſhould have 
called him Home as ſoon as France 
was in Peace: But I ſent him new 
Orders to join Admiral Howard, | 
who was going for Spain; and I 
gave him the like Commiſſion for 
this Expedition, as for that of France. 

He did Wonders in Hain, and his WM 


ſingle Valour frighted the Enemies: 
And 
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629 | 
And having taken Cales, and 


1- 
laged the Coaſt of Portugal, he 5 
again to Sea for England. The 
Fleet was ſcattered by a Storm, and 
we had the News the Earl of Efex 
was loſt. Then it was I knew better 
than ever, the kindneſs I had for 


him. I could no longer perſuade 
myſelf, that his Indifference for me 
deſerved mine for him. 

I accuſed the Sea a Thouſand 
Times, for having taken too unrea- 
ſonable a Revenge of me, and was 
under Sufferings more cruel than 
Death, till News was brought me, 
that, by tge Aſſiſtance of the Ad- 
miral of Holland, he was arrived at 
Plymouth, from whence, in a few 
Days, he came to Court. 

To ſhew you how little Reaſon 
we have, when we are in Love, 
and how fickle are the Reſolu- 
tions of a tender Heart, tho” pro- 


voked by Slights and Contempts': I 
had lamented the Death of the Earl 


of Eſſex, and received the Ro 
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of his being Ha with a Thoutand 


Transports of I was extreamiy 
pleated with 555 hs of his Ar- 
rival at London. But when I conſi- 
dered I ſhould ſee him full of Love 
| for another, and that, perhaps, I 
thould: not be able to conceal my 
Jealouſy, I was tempted to order 
him to give the Council an Account 
of his Conduct, and not admit him 
into my Preſence. I, was ſometimes 
of the Opinion, I ſhould be able to 
do io; but this weak Heart of mine, 
lo prepoſſeſt in Favour of him, re- 
volted againſt all my Reſolutions. 
I mutt follow. my Inclinations, and 


_ the moſt dangerous Enemy of 


Repole, the Troubler of my 
Reſt. He came to Whitehall, I 
admitted him to my. Preſence, I 
5 upon him, and in ſpite of all 

1y high Spirit, he ſaw nothing but 
Kindneſs in all my Actions. 

You may ſoon imagine what an 
agreeable Surprize it was to me, 
to find, at our firſt Conference, 
that 
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(32) 
that Abſence had weaned his Aiﬀec- 
tions from the Countets of Rut- 
land. He appeared no longer in 
that languiſhing Melancholy I ob- 
jerved him in before his Depar- 
ture. He had Satisfaction in his 
Looks. The air of his Actions 
were ſmooth and calm. And J 
fancied as much Joy in his Face, 
though the Counteis of Rutland was 
ablent, as I felt in myfelf, at the 
Explication he made. TI fee you a- 
gain returned with Victory, (ſaid I) 
but am ſorry it is not in my power to 
reward your Toil with the Sight of 
the Counteſs of Rutland. But if any 
thing 1 can do, can comfort you. —1 
am caſily comforted for her Abtence, 
when J am permitted to ſee your Ma- 
jeſty, anſwered he. 1 have no Paſſion 
now but for the Glory ot ſerving your 
Majelty ; ; and the Counteſs of Ni- 
land is now to me no more than o- 
ther Ladies of the Court. Are you 
no longer in Love with the Counteis 


ot Rutland? (replied I) between 
ö * 


| ('32 ) 
Joy and Diſtruſt. You have ſpoken IF 1 
it too faſt, When you ſec her again-- I} « 
When I ſee her again, ſays he, inter- 
rupting me, it ſhall be without thoſe - 
Tranſports I expreſt for her, not for- 
getting the Reſpect due to your Ma- 
jeſty. What, anſwered I, are you not IF 
afraid of the Reproaches of a provot'd 
Mzſireſs; No, Madam, faid he, in 
2 free and unconcerned Manner ; all 
I am concerned for is to do my Duty 
and approve myſelf worthy of your 
Majeſty's Favour. This, anſwered I, 
_ deſerves my Acknowledgement ; and 
110 Time ſhall let you ſee I am not un- 
ww \ grateful. 
J Thus did the Earl of Efex aſſure 
me he was cured of his firſt Paſ- 
tion ; and I was in Hopes it 
might be in my Power to fee 
him one Day entertain another. 
A Week after, he defired Leave 
to go into the Country, about 
his private Affairs: He was ab- 
knt a Fortnight; and returned 
| | more 
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more calm and unconcern'd, than 
ever. 

The Earl of Leiceſter had doubled 
his Importunities in the Abfence 
of the Earl of Effex in France and 
Spain; and obliged me at laſt, to 
put him out of Hopes. He is natu- 
rally bold, and was fo blown up 
with the Opinion of the Glory he 
had gain'd by ſome late Atchiev- 
ments, that he proceeded to telling 
me plainly, He was jealous of the 
Earl of #fſex; and would have 
made a Crime of the Diſcourſe, I 


told you of, paſt between them, as 


Eſſex left my Chamber. The An- 
ſwer I made him, was an abſolute 
Command, he ſhould be ſilent; 
which was ſo far obeyed, that, after 
ſome Days murmuring, he held his 
Peace, Yet this put me in mind to 
obſerve ſome Meaſures, and not to 
tollow openly my Inclinations. 
Things continued in this State; 
till the Troubles of Treland. I 
bad often opened my Mouth to 


let the Earl of Eſſex know the Ad- 


vantage he had over me; but 
Modeſty ſhut it again; yet ſeeing 
him under a Neceſſity for going for 
Ireland, when the Earl of Tyrone had 
raiſed a general Rebellion, I had not 
the Power to let him take his leave 
without acquainting him, That the 
Kingdom was at his Command. Up- 
on the firſt News of the Troubles, 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, beg- 
ing the Honour of my Command, 
to go and quiet thoſe Diſorders.— 
You have done enough, ſaid I, and 
there's no need you ſhould, by expo- 
fing yourſelf to new Dangers, oblige 
me to new Acknowledgments. I 
doubt not, Madam, anſwer'd he, but 
the Favour I beg of your Mijeſty, 
will be envy'd me; but I take the 


\* Boldneſs to ſay, Your Majeſty can't 
tefuſe it me, without doing yourſelf 


Injury : It being an occaſion may con- 


tribute to my meriting the Favour 


you have already honour'd me with. 
— The Ardour you expreſs for under- 
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( 55 
taking great Actions, (replied I) 
is not perhaps ſo pleaſing as you 
imagine ; and all the good that may 
rebound to England thro” your Va- 
lour, 1s leſs conſiderable than the 
Trouble given me, who take leſs 
Care of my Crown than your Life. 
I am ambitious: Yet—Al! my Lord, 
ſave me the Confuſion of a more par- 
ticular Explication of what you 
ought, and might eaſily have long 
fince underſtood. 1 might perhaps 


preſume too far in my Withes, ſays 


the Earl, in fome Diſorder. Wuh 


boldly, cry'd I, I love you; and if 
I bluſh to tell you fo, 'tis not that 


| I am either aſhamed, or repent of 


it, You may believe this Acknow- 
ledgment a very hard Taſk for a 
Perſon of my Humour, who have 
ſeen you Sigh for another, when I 
flighted Kings for your Sake, and 
would have ſacrificed more to your 
Satisfaction. Wnat, Madam |! (cry- 
ed he, like a Man aſtoniſhed) Have 
you loved me, and I been ſo un- 
| fortunate 


(229 7) 
fortunate to make myſelf unworthy 
your Kindneſs by thoſe Sighs I now 
diſavow? Did my Eyes never tell 
you what I looked for in yours: 
ſaid IJ. I never had the Boldneſs, 
anſwered he, to make any ſuch 
Conſtructions of vour Looks. Your 
Fear was the Effect of Indifference, 
ſaid I, but no more of what is paſt. 
Tell me now, can ye love me? 
Rather aſk me, Madam, anſwers 
he, F all the Affections of my Soul 
can merit your Love ? And whether 
the Earl of Leiceſter, whom you 
defigned to make the happieſt Man 
on Earth, ſhall not carry the Day 
from me? The Earl of Leiceſter, 
ſaid I, was but a Pretence to make 


you ſpeak. I told you then truly 


the Thoughts I had of you ; my 
Trouble for you was not ſmall, both 
in your Abſence and fince your Re- 
turn.; butall is forgotten, Be hence- 
forth as 1 with, and doubt not of 
being happy. 
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He anſwered me with tome Dis- 
order, which I fancied the Effect of 
unexpected Joy, I thought it Time 
to be no longer ſcrupulous; and 
that it was 1n vain to have any Re- 


ſerve when I had faid fo much. I 


muſt not let you go under any Un- 
certainty, proceeded I, but to con- 
vince you clearly of the Truth of 
what I have ſaid, take this, ſaid J, 
delivering him a Ring, as the higheſt 
Mark of my Favour, keep it as a 
Pledge of my Kindneſs ; which I 
conjure you to preſerve in the State 
it is 1n, and on that Condition, I 
promiſe you, never to deny you any | 
Thing you ſhall defire of me, when 
you ſhew me this Ring, tho' it coſt 
me my Life and Fortune. 

His Joy and Acknowledgements 
at receiving the Ring, were in Ap» 
pearance, extraordinary and unpa- 
raliel'd : And attended with Pro- 
miſes of as high a Nature. 

He went for Treland in a few Days; 
leaving me fully perſwaded his 
Thoughts 5 


( 35) 


Thoughts were wholly taken 
me. But he had ſcarce ad va: ) 


to the Rebels, but he was cn ved 


with all the Crimes which cc tod 
his Impriſon ment, and chat ot the 
Earl of Southampton. Then it was 
I began to repent I had not given 
Ear to the wholeſome Advice Cecil 
would have given me, concerning 


the ſecret Conduct of the Earl of 
Eſſex. 

In a word, while my Thoughts 
were wholly employed to make his 
Fortune glorious, he was plotting 
with the Earl of Tyrone, to ſur- 


| pon and make me Priſoner in this 


alace, 


You know the reſt, Madam, his 


obſtinate Reſiſtance, his want of | 
Refpe& for my Orders, his impri- 


ſoning my Miniſters, his murther- 
ing my Soldiers, and his intollera- 
ble Pride in all his Misfortunes. 
Thus ended the Queen's Diſcourſe, 
which having called freſh to her 


Mind all that had paſſed between 


her 


( 39) 
her and Eſſex, ſhe was more trou- 
bled than ever. 

The Counteſs of Noſtingbam had 
heard her with Attention ſuitable 
to her Concern in the Diſcourſe. 
She, as well as the Queen, had been 
in Love with the Earl, and advanced 


many Steps, but in vain, to raiſe a 
| Paſſion in him. Ard having newly 


anderſtood the Cauſe of his flighting 
her, it added infinitely to her former 
Reſentments. 

She had no Mind to condemn the 
Queen's Weakneſs, knowing herſelf 
guilty of the like; nor was ſhe in- 
clin'd to fpeak in Favour of a Man 
who was grown ſo much the more 
odious to her, as ſhe had formerly 
paſſionately lov'd him. She thought 
it ſufficient to comfort the Queen 
with Diſcourſes ſeeming to ariſe only 
from Zeal for her Service, when, 
in Truth, her Thoughts were wholly 
bent for the Ruin of an ingrate- 


ful Lover, who, in her Judgment, 
deſerved 
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deſerved nothing but Hatred at het 
Hands. 


» Though Love thought not fit the 


Earl of FEfjex ſhould admire the 
Counteſs of NVoftingbam; vet ano— 
ther was her Captive, whoſe Cha- 


racter did, in a manner, make her 


amends; it was Secretary Cecil, who, 
amidit his great Offices, and the 
Gravity that became them, diſcover'd 
in the Beauty, Ingenuity, and high 
Spirit of the Counteſs of Notting- 
bam, ſome Charms, that made him 
capable of a ſtrong Paſſion for her; 


__ © which was heightened by the Hatred 


both of them had profeſs'd againſt 
the Earl of Efex, Ceci] having al- 
ways look'd on him as the invincible 
Obſtacle of his ambitious Pretenſions, 
and the Counteſs had againſt him all 
the Rage and Averſion that uſually 
ſucceed Kindneſs abated. 

They were glad of the Impriſon- 
ment of the Earl of Efex, but the 
favourable Inclinations the Queen 
expreſt for him, alarmed them. 

The 
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(41) 
The Counteſs had no ſooner taken 
leave of the Queen, but ſhe gave 
» Ceczl an Account of all ſhe had learnt. 
Having conſidered the Conſequences, 


they concluded it neceflary, while 
their Princeſs figh'd ſecretly for the 
Priſoner, Means ſhould be found by 
private Ways and in artful Conduct, 
without their appearing to have any 
ſuch Deſign, to take away the 
ercy which Love migat inſpire 
Into her. 
Cecil, for the firſt Step, preſs'd the 
Queen. to bring Eſſex to his Trial; 
ind cauſed certain News of his 
Death to be ſpread throughout Eng- 
and. 
Ee, in the mean Time, was bu- 
ied with Thoughts of more Weight 
than thoſe of his Life. He knew 
vell enough the Queen loved him, 
2 knew as well he had deceived. 
r; and that ſhe might, with a 
hen deal of Juſtice, not only re- 
roach, but condemn him, 
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Tune Queen had not ſeen him 
ſince his going into Ireland, but ha- 
ving not the Power to give him up 
to his ill Fortune, without having 
heard him, ſhe reſolved to go to his 


Houſe, where he was Pritoner, ' to 


reproach him as he delerv'd, and 
endeavour, if poſſible, to find him 
innocent. 

Tis not far from Mhite-Hhall to Ei- 
ſex-Houſe ; and the Queen took ſo 
good Order in the Matter, that no 
Notice was taken of the Undecency 
of the Viſit, having been introdu- 
ced by her Confidents alone into 
the Chamber of the Criminal. He 
was ſurprized at the Preſence of the 
Queen ; the languiſhing Condition 


ſhe was in, made her Sigh, all went! 
for him, and the Victory ſeemedy 


ealy, He ſaluted her with a pro- 
found Reſpect; and then fixing on 
her Face thoſe Eyes of his, which 
ſo often charmed her, he fetched 
ſome Tears from hers. Well, my 


Lord, (ſays ſhe, drying them) you 
ſce 


1 


(43) 


ſee what I do for you, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Crimes I can reproach 
you with, I am come with a Deſign 

to hear you, if you have any Thing 
to ſay to juſtify yourſelf. I have 


loved you too well, not to wiſh it 
above all Things; 


and. would Hea- 
ven were pleated your Juſtification 


might be purchas'd with any the 


moſt precious Thing in my Power, 
My greateſt Crime is, that I thought 


myſelf too happy, ! Madam, replies 


the Earl, fighing. Had you Teſted 
there, ſaid the Queen, I ſhould have 
been too well fatisfy'd to complain 
of you, but to believe yourſelf hap- 
py, was it neceſſary you ſhould be- 
tray me? And mult you needs have 


| made uſe of violent Means, to make 
yourſelf Maſter of a Fortune I was 


willing to ſhare with you ? What 
Reaſon had you to ſeek Protection of 


the Kings of Scotland and Spain? 


Did my Intereſts oblige you to Cor- 
reſpondencies with "Tyrone ? And 


was. it for the Safety of my Perſon, 


* oth 


( 44 ) 
you deſign'd to make me your Slave 
and his? All you have done fince to 
my Subjetts, againſt my Orders; Are 
thoſe © the Expreſſions of your Re- 
ſpect? Is it by Fury and Treaſon you 
ſhew your Zeal for me and the Pub. 
lick? Or is all we have ſeen and 
heard of you but Illuſion and Fancy? 
res, ala, replied the Earl, thoſe 
Accuſati ons of Treaſon and ill De- 
Ins, have run me upon the deſperate Mc: 
Refiftance I made. You have been Wt! 
pleaſed to heap Favours upon me, Ile 
and I, too proud of what I jo little N 
deſerved, flattered myſelf with the Noe 
Expectation of a Thouſand Plea- Wor 
fures which ' you had not | abſolutely Wo: 
forbid me to hope for. This let looſe N 
_ the Envy and Fealouſy © of others a- ir 
gainſt my good Fortune. They abuſed Ig 
your Majeſty with M. Welty ; 
and T had the Misfortune to be aſju- Nas 
red, your Majeſty had ordered I ſhould N 
be arreſted; although my Innocence I 
would have perſwaded me to the con- Na 
trary, I confeſs, Madam, I was in a $1? 


Rage, 


de Rage to ſee my Enemies inſult o 
tome; being abandan'd by your 24910 
re and on the Point of ſuffering, perhaps, 
-a ſhameful Death; I though it neither 
ou for my Reputation, nor your Majeſty's 
b. Hans T ſhould die as a Criminal. 
d This put me upon having Recourſe to 
? thoſe Succours and Aſſiſtance they re- 
ſe ¶ proach me with, and the Reſolution I 
e-book to go out of England, in Hopes to 
te confound my Accufers : but I found all 
„e Paſſages ſtopt, and I muſt acknow- 
„ edge, in that deſperate Condition, J 
„ Moented my Fury by taking Revenge on 
ve our Miniſters. They, Madam, and 
only they, were the Objects of the Re- 


eillion I am charged with. My Deſigi 
e was, that only they, who had jo induf- 


trioufly Iabour'd to make me appear 
guilty, ſhould do me Ri bt, in declaring” 
my Innocence, and permit me to lay it, 

and. my Life, at your Majeſty's Feet. 1 
never doubted but your Majeſty would 
have done me the Honour- to bear me, 

and that by a clear Diſcovery of thy 
Tub, 1 ſhould have cer tainly con- 
C fu nded 
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646) 
Founded the Envy of: my Enemies. But 
their Malice hath had the Succeſs to 
fee me'a Priſoner, hated by my Sove- 
reign, deſpiſed by the World, and mad: 
a Sacrifice to their Rage; and now 
what remains but that I receive the 
Sentence of my Death pronounced by 
them, and ſee Cobham, Cecil, Raleigh, 
and their Fellows, ſhare the Fqguour 
you honoured me. with? You are wel 
2 wed I hate you not, ſays the Queen, 
interrupting him: But 2 uld T believe 
you? Net ſhould J not believe you 
Can I give you up to the ill Fate that 
threatens you? I ſhall never murmur 
Aug. rour Majeſty's Orders, replies 
the Earl, . but ſubmit to them readil;, 
whatever they be: But I confeſs i. 
roould make me mad, ſhould my Enemies 
have the Advantage to condemn me. 
The Earl of Eſſex knew the weak 
Side of the Queen; and eaſily re- 
viv'd in her that Tenderneſs he had 
formerly inſpired her with. No, ſays 
the (having paus'd awhile) yow, /bal 
not die. Make 1e of your Advantagei. 
Trump! 


* 
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Triumph over a Heart whoſe Inclinua 
tions you very well know. I will believe 
your Intentions leſs criminal than they 
appear; but, my Lord I conjure you, 
by that Kindneſs, of which you have 


| ſuch particular Experience, that you 


give me no Cauſe to repent of it; 

trouble not yourſelf for Re putation and 
Honour, 1 will take Care to repair it, 
and before two Days be over, I will . 
reflore you to the higheſt. Place you 
ever had under me. 

Eſjex, tranſported, with Joy for 
the happy Succeſs, of this Confe- 
rence, affected the Queen ſo much 
with ſubmithve Acknowledgments 
that he reſtored, his Spirits to a per- 
fect Tranquility: At parting, ſhe 
promiſed to call. a, Council on the 
Morrow, and in a glorious Manner 
to declare him innocent. 3 

As ſoon as it was Day, ſhe ſent for 
Cecil, and the Counteſs of Norting- 
ham waited on her. Having told 
them.in a few Words, of a great Con- 
flict av between her Juſtice and her 

C 2 OY 


FAC 

Frercy, the concluded for the latter, 
and ordered Cc to ivmmon the 
Council, that ſhe might declare to 
them the Deſign ſhe had to fer Effes 
at Liberty, iffuring him the had in- 
vincible Reaſons för r doing ſo. This 
was a mortal Blow. to the ambitious 
Cecil, and the Counteſs of Nottine- 
bam. They preſetitly looked on one 
another, as if they would have aſked 
each other's Advice what Courſe to 
take. Afterwards they ipoke to the 
Queen in Hopes to divert her, but the 
was inflexible, and Cecil was forced 
to order an extraordinary Call of 
Council. 

But while the Earl of Ejjex's 
Enemies thought his good Fortune 
on the, Point of being Preconciled to 
him, Chance laboured for them with 
unexpected Succeſs. 

As the Queen | was going to Coun- 
cil, Word was brought her, the 
Counteſs of Rutland deſired to wait 
on her. The Queen bluſh'd, remem- 
bring gy had pals'd, and looking 
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on the Requeſt as unſeaſonable and 


unlucky, ſhe thought to have put off WY 
the Counteſs to another Time: but 1 
conſidering the uſed not to deny any 2 
Perſon Acceſs, and that the Countess 

of Rutland was a Lady of the beſt io” 
Quality, the commanded" ſhe ſhould 1 
be admitted, and the Counteſs im- 2 


medutely entered... -: = 

Tho' her Eyes languiſhed, her lei 9 
were ſad, her Dreſs and her Gait very b 
careleſs, yet her Beauty was conſpi- 
cuous and moving: the threw het 
{elf at the Queen's F cet, and, with 
Extremity of Grief, in her Looks, 
Madam, (ſays ſhe, with a great deal 
of Pain) I come to implore your Ma- 


jeſty's Goodneſs for the unfortunate be 
E. 05 Eſſex. For the E. of Eſſex; Ma- 9 
dam anſwerd the Q. How come: you 1 


— 


concerned for him, who hath quit- 
ted you with ſo. much Indifterence, 
after ſo many Promiſes of extraerdi- 
nary Kindneſs? I expected you wete 
rather come to join your Reſeniments 
IN! Wine and deſire me to take 
5 © 3 a full 


T1) 


(50) 
a full Revenge for the Injury done to 
your Beauty. No. Madam, anſwer'd 
the Counteſs, notthe Tran ports of a 
forſaken Miſtreſs have brought me 

now into your Majeſty's Preſence, 
but the tender Affection due from a 
virtuous Wife to a Huſband ſhe loves; 
in begging for the Earl of Eſſex, I beg 
for mine. This confeſſion may, per- 
haps, add to our Guilt; but there is 

no dallying - for thoſe who are on tlie 
Brink of Deſtruction, I acknowledge, 
Madam, that after athouſand Crofles, 
we-hbd: that tender Kindneſs one for 


contrary to the Reſpect due to your 
Majeſty. This, Madam, this otily and 
his Fear of your Majeſty" s juſt Indigna- 
tion, put the Earlof Efex upon ſeek- 
ing Revenge out of your Dominions. 
He thought it fit T ſhould go out of 
em, but never haboured a Thought 
of conſpiring againſt your Majefty. 


if you protect not an unfortunate 
Aa whom you have ſo much ho- 


— — 


the other, that we married privately, 


However, 58 hath ruin'd us, and 


eee 
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0B noured, he is irrecoverableloſt. Conſi- 
4 der, Ideſeech you, Madam, that a few 
a Drops of Blood to your Diſpoſe,” and 
'© | apoor Life you are Miſtreſs of, are not 
©, a Revenge ſuitable to the Grandeur of 
442 Queen, adored for many Virtues, 
vet chiefly for your Clemency. 
8 The Q. was ſo aſtoniſhed at the 
- Þ Diſcourſe, that the Counteſs had 
Liberty to end without Interruption, 
© I But this was fad News to a Heart 
„lately full of the Delights of a plea- 
» | fing Reconciliation, What a Torrent 
of Anger overflowed her Conſtancy : 
A Queen as ſhe was, high ſpirited, 
haughty, and paſſionately i in Love; 
to ſee herſelf thus inevitably betray d, 
aud to find it out at a Time, when a 
blind Credulity had ſtifled all former 
Reſentments: Vet ſhe forced herſelf 
to diſſemble her Grief; and fixed 
a ſevere Lock on the Counteſs of 
Eſſex. The Life you beg of me, ſays 
ſhe, is not in my Power, the Peers are 
his Judges. Ah! Madam, cries the 
Countels, my Huſband 1s loft if you 
C 1 give 


( 52.) 
give him up to their Fury: Their 
Tealouſy will do that which Juſtice 
cannot.--Why ſhould you trouble 
yourſelf If he be not guilty ? ſaid the 
Q. Tho' Iam well ſatisfy'd of his 
Innocence, Madam, anſwers the Coun- 
teſs, yet your erdel Miniſters are not 
diſpoſed to believe it, Let me then in- 
treat you, Madam, if your Majeſty 
will grant me no more, yet be pleas'd 
to allow me the Privilege of being put 
into the ſame Priſon with him. Jam 
as Criminal as he, and perhaps more. 

I wiſh. it was in my power to grant 
your Deſires, ſays the Q. but com- 
mon Policy forbids any Cotreſpon- 
dence to be allowed between ſo con- 
ſidetable Perſons, in your Circum- 
ſtances: You may, if) You pleaſe, wait 
his Fate and yout oA, in a Chamber 


in this Palace. Ah ! Madam, replies 


the beautiful Counteſs, conſider the 
laſt Favour I beg of you 1s, that I may 
be put ibto Irons: Can you appre- 
hend we ſhall attempt any Thing a- 
gaioſt you in ſo deplorable an Eſtate: 
1 This 


) 
ir This is the Eve of out greateſt Diſ- 
ce ¶ aſter: That barbarous Juſtice,” to 
le ¶ which you abſolutely commit the Care 
1c of your Vengeance, will To-mor- 
row, perhaps, part us for ever; deny. 
1- Jus got, at leaſt, the Comfort ik mix- 
ot ing our laſt: Tears, What can you 
1 fend from a Grief without Power 
I fear being troubled with it, and 15 
d will be obeyed, anſwers the angry 
t Queen, and goes away into her Clotet, 
while the Counteſs of Eſer was! 
. carried to a ure Oy the was 
t left under Guard. 
Never was Fury l to Abs 
sueen's; the Madneſs the was in, to 
ſee her ſelf thus deceiv'd, made her 


for ſome Time forget all her Tender-" 


neſs. Her Thoughts were -wholly 


bent on Revenge, and giving up to 
the Severity of Juſtice à guilty Per- 


ſon, ſhe had ſo pafiionately loved. 

Death! ſays the, ſhall be the Reward 
of his 2 — and I will make 
his! NN an Exanmplecte: Aeg 
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With theſe Thoughts ſhe came to 
the Council. When ſhe had declared 
herſelf, the Peers were named for 
trying the Earls. of Eſſex and 
Southampton. Arm'd as ſhe was with 
Reſolution to de it, the: trembled at 
the doing, and could not forbear 
mixing ſome amorous Sighs with the 
violent Expreſſions her Anger forced 
from her. She withdrew under a ve- 
ry great Trouble, and admitted no 
Viſit for ſeveral Days. 
Tis hard to expreſs What a plea- 
ſant Supprize it was to Cecil, to ſee 
the Queen angry, and declare herſelf 
againſt Eſex, whom he thought-the 
reſolved to pardon. He carried the 
News to the Counteſs of Net7znghum, 
who was as joyful at it, as à cruel 
Perſon could be on ſuch an Occaſion. 
vet they could not think all. ſure, 
while the Earl of Het was only 
Priſoner in his Houſe, from whence 
His Friends, if minded to do it, might 
get him out. They concluded to 
e the ee fe the Queen's 
Anger, 
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Anger, to obtain her Order for put- 


ting him into the Tower of London 
which Cecil, under a Cloak of Zeal 
for her Majeſty's Service, eaſily gain'd 
and readily executed. The Ear] of 
#jjex was generally beloved; and 
Cecil, tearing Commotions and Tu- 
mults, if he ſhould be carried through 
the City, ordered him to be ſent to 
the Tower by Water; which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

The Earl of Eſfex, not. able to 
gueſs at the Cauſe ot ſuch a Succeſs {0 
unſuitable to the Promiſes ' of the 
Queen, prepared himſelf . for the 
worſt that might happen; and in a 
few Days had Refolution enough 
to bear his Misfortunes. The Queen 
was as full of Trouble, as Cecil and 
the Counteſs of Nottingbam were in 
Hopes, to ſee their common Enemy 
condemned in a feẽ Days. 

The Counteſs of Efjex having! no 
Comfort but her Tears, nor Compa- 
ny but her Fears, endeavoured, from 
the Pity of her Guards, to have tome 

72 8 In: 


Intelligence of her Hutband's Condi- 
tion. She was told his Judges were 
appointed, and that he was in the 
Tower > Worſe News the could not 
have. The Queen was irreconcileably 
angry, nor could ſhe by Letter con- 
vey with Safety to her Huſband the 
Advice ſhe thought fit for him. A 
Conference ſhe thought better, and 
Money being a Charm ſeldom reſiſt- 
ed, ſhe did, by ſome Preſents of Va- 
lue, prevail with her Guards to ſerve 
her to her mind. Having fully poſſeſt 
them, ſhe neither deſignett her own 
Liberty nor her Huſband's; all ſhe 
deſired was a Minute's private Diſ- 
courſe with him, which her Guards 
undertook, and brought happily a- 
bout. The Guards at the Tober, 
gained by their Companions, eaſily 
introduced the Counteſs into her 


Huſband's Chamber. 


He knew nothing of the Paſſages 
at Mbite- ball; but when he was told 
he was in a few Days to appear 


defore his Judges, he expected, with 


a great 
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2 great deal of Reſolution and Con- 
ſtancy, the End of his Misfortunes; 

comforting himſelf with the Thoughts 
of the Counteſs being retired. into 
Scotland; but ſeeing her ſo near_a 
Danger he thought her ſo remote; 
Ah, Madam? lays he, with his Eyes. 
full of Tenderneſs, what came you to 
look for in theſe fatal Place? And 
in whoſe power was it to bring you 
hither ?—My Grief and my Guards 
have brought me hither, — anſwers 
the Counteſs. What, Madam, cries 
the Earl, are you the Queen's Priſo- 
ner? And does the know we are 
married? Yes, replied the Coun» 
teſs mournfully, and is ſo angry that 
we are paſt Hope: I was abſenting 
myſelf from you, as you defired me,, 


but the News of your Death ſtopt 


my Retreat, and it was now not in 
Power to betake myſelf into a Place 
of Safety, there to attend the Iſſue 


of your Troubles; if it were gt in 
my Power to eale yough La 6; 3 
to-thare, 


thought it my Duty at leaſt 


with 
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with you in them. This made me 
preſet myſelf to the Queen, and 
omit nothing that might move her 
Compaſſion; but ſhe proved altoge- 
ther inflexible. Ah! Madam, tay- 
the Earl, interrupting her, your Im- 
patience has rumed us: Had you not 
appeared I had been at Liberty. EY 
a dexterous Juſtification, J had re- f! 
gained her Confidence, and you ſhould WF ' 
Have, in a few Days, ſeen me come in 
Search of vou to Scotland; but now 
[34 there are no Hopes, the Queen will be 
14 revenged. What, faith the Countels, 
| hath all I have done tended to your 
| Ruin: Make uſe of your Advantages, 
Feonjure you, the Queen ſtill retains 
ſome Tenderneis for you. You'may 
eaftly revive it. Oh! be not a facri- 
fiee to her Anger. Invent any Thing 
in Excuſe of our Marriage. Diſo won 
it if you pleaſe. I will conſent to any 
Thing rather than have you condemn- 
Fa to Death. Let her banith me into 

any Part of the World ; I will go 


moſt willingly. 'Anditit may conduce 
| to 
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to your Safety, make Uſe of the 
Pledge the gave you. 
Ah, Madam! Niles the Earl, 

can you give ſuch Advice to a Man 
who you know adores you? Have, 
you found, by any of my Actions, 

that I love my Life more than I love 
you: No, I love my Life for nothing 
elſe, but'to tpend A with you, and 1 
will part with it with all my Heart, 

when I myſt be deprived of that 
Pleaſure. My Fears were only for 
you, and can you believe I thalt' 
have the leaſt Satisfaction in the 
Queen's Favour, when her Jealouſy 
ſhould make her baniſh you? Let 
it break out, let her ruin me, I will 
glory in my loving you, and telling 
it to her Face. I know the precious 
Gift ſhe beſtowed on me leaves me 
ſome Hopes, and I'll make Uſe of it, 

but I would do it with Safety, and 
it may prevail for more than my 
Life. I apprehend you, ſays the 
Counteſs ; you would reſerve all for 
me, and neglect your own Safety, 
| but 
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( bo ) 
but you cannot incur. a Danger, 
wherein I have not a Share, and 
the Way to preſerve my Life is to 
ſecure your's. 

This Diſpute had laſted longer, 
but the Counteſs's Guards minding 
Her it was; Time to withdraw, ſhe 
diſpoſed herſelf to bid her Huſband 
farewel. Their Separation was 
moving, and accompanied with A- 
bundance of Tears, to which a Mul- 
titude of tormenting Inquietudes 
ſucceeded, and uſhered in a Day, 
that inſtead of diminiſhing, height- 


wn their SorrowV s. 
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The $ econd Part. 


FLXEKHE Queen; Wach angry, , 
Ph T gave no Order for com- L 
«0 yy prebending the Counteſs 
kEXX x of Eser in ber Hitf- 
band's Impeachment. The Morrow 
ifter their Conference, the Peers 


met in HWeſtmin/ter-Hall ; the 
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( 66.) 

Earls of Eſer and Southampton 
were brought before them by the 
Conſtable of Tower, The Par- 
. ticulars of the Trial are ſet forth at 
large in the Hiſtories of that Time. 
It ſhall ſuffice to inſert here, that 
the Priſoners being charged to have 
held criminal Correſpondences with 
the Kings of Scotland and Spain, and 
entered into ſecret Alliances with 
Tyrone, and traiterouſly laid and car- 
ried on a Plot againſt the Qucen's 
Authority, made a very ſtout and 
reſolute Defence. 

As politick as Cecil was, he could 
not hide the Malignity of his Inten- 
tions, but it was obſerved, he was 
not only a ſevere Judge, but a dan- 
gerous Enemy. The Heat and 
Animoſity he diſcovered againſt the 
Earl of Eſſex, were anſwered by him 
with a fſhght Reſolution, and un- 
daunted Conſtancy. Yet, for all he 
could ſay in Juſtification, of 'himſclf 
he was condemned with the For- 
malities uſual on ſuch Occafions. 

| Sentence 
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Sentence was pronounced by the Lord 
High Steward, That the Earls of 
Eſſex and Southampton were guilty 
ot High Treaſon, and ſhould be be- 


headed, The Earl of Eſſex was not 


moved in the leaſt, to hear himſelf 
named, but appeared heartily ſorry 
to find the Earl of Southampton un- 
der like Condemnation, and can- 
jur'd the Judges to examine with leſs 
Severity the Conduct of a Perſon, 
whoſe only Crime was, the Love 


he had for him. But not being able 


to prevail, he melted into Expreſſions 
of the greateſt Tenderneſs in the 
World for his Friend. 

The Queen being informed of the 
Condition of Things, gave private 
orders to delay Execution. She was 


of a high Spirit, and highly provok- 


ed, yet found it very difficult to 
raiſe. her Anger to a, Pitch equal to 
her Tenderneſs. _ 

Cecil trembled to find the Execu- 
tion of a Sentence deferred, which 


he had with ſo much Pleaſure heard 


pronounced, 
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Th Tings, 
pronounced. The Counteſs of Noz- 
1 was equally alarm'd. 

The Proofs were but flight againſt 
the E. of Southampton, and the Queen, 
ſenſible his long Friendſhip with the 
Earl of Eſex had chiefly engag'd 
him in the Matters in Charge, par- 

*Jon'd his Life at the Requeſt of his 


Friends. 
Neyys was brought of it to the 


Earl of Eſex, whoſe truly brave and 

generous Soul immediately broke 

forth into ſincere Proteſtations. EI. 

Should dye no with Satrsfaftion and 

Content, fmce the Queen has owned, by 

5 pardon, the licence F South- 
mpton. 

Wbile the Earl of Ehen expected, 
with a reſolute Conſtancy, the Ca- 
taftrophe of his Tragedy, the Coun- 
_ teſs, his Wife was informed at 
White-Hall he was executed. Till 
then ſhe believed it uncertain. But 
this News ſurpriz d her ſo terribly, 
the filled the whole Court with her 


Lamen- 
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Lamentations.” The Queer heard 
them but was not concerned, as the 
ret” were for them. Let fo cry, 
ſays the. to the Counteſs of Nor- 
tingbam, ſlie muſt ſhed many mare, to 
dur pe out the Store of 450% Tears ſhe 
bath coſt me 

The Counteſs of Nottingham was 
ſo far from, endeavouring to pacify 
the Queen, that all her Care was 


to keep up her Anger. And be- 


cauſe ſhe was ignorant of many 
Things, ſhe thought herſelf concern'd 


to know, the took Advantage of 


the. Trouble the Counteſs; of Effex 
was in, and made her frequent Vi- 
fits ; not to bemoan her Afflictions, 
but to find out ſomething to ren- 
der her more miſerable. It muſt 
needs have been am unparallel' d Cru- 
elty not to pity, the handſomeſt La- 
dy on Earth, appearing to our Eyes 
in a Condition more deplorable 
than can be expreſs' d. She fell eve- 
7 packs for very Weakneſs; into 
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the Arms of the Women about 
her; and recover'd herſelf only to 
lament the more 'pitifally, which 
affected all but the Counteſs of Not- 
tingbam, who ſaw all this. with an 
VUnconcernedneſs ſuitable tothe Hard- 
neſs of her Heart, Ah! Madam, 
fays the Counteſs of E/ex, as ſoon as 
the ſaw her, Will you not uſe your 
Intereſt with the Queen, in favour of 
the Earl of Eſſex? You know my 
Lord of Southampton hath his Par- 
don, replies the, and the Queen, 
perhaps, will do as much for your 
Huſhand: Madam, ſays the Counteſs 
of Eſſex, it is not the Crimes charg'd 
on my Huſband, jointly with the 
Earl of Southampton, nor thoſe com- 
mon to both, which make the Queen 
inexor able. You will underſtand 
me, when I tell you, that there are 
certainly ſome others ſhe far more 
deeply reſents; and the hates the 
Earl of *\Eſſex rather the leſs for 
the Attempts attributed to his Ambi- 
A tion, 
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tion, than his Engagments with me. 
But, Madam, replies the Counteſs of 
Nottingham, (willing to find out the 
Myſtery of their Love, ſne was as 
yet ignorant of,) if you thought the 
Queen would oppoſe it, or be unſatiſ 
fied with it, why did you not quit a 
Buſineſs wherein you were to expect 
nothing but Croſſes? If you were ever 
in Love, ſays the Counteſs of Hex, 
you know very well we have not al- 
ways our Wits about us, when we are 
deeply engaged in Affection. How-' 
ever, Madam, when I married my 
Lord of Eſex, I did not know the 
Queen was ſo much concern'd for 
him. Perhaps, anſwers the Counteſs 
of Nottingham, I might do you ſome 
Service, were I thoroughly acquainted 
with the particular Paſſages between 
my Lord of Bfex and you. I am not 
in a very fit Diſpoſition to diſcourſe. 
with you Madam, ſays the Counteſs of 
Efex; but if I could, by any Conf- 
dence, prevail with you to do ſome- 
thing in our behalf, I would give you 
D 2 | an 
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an Account of all you deſire. I will 

nat promiſe you I ſhall certainly pre- 
vail with the Queen — But, Madam, 
(adds the cunniog Counteſs of Nor- 
ingbam)] 1 will uſe my Intereſt, and 
perhaps, effect more than we have 
Reaſon to hope for. — Have a good 
Heart, Madam, do not deſpair; the 
Queen is good, and I wilt-zealouſly 
ſerve you, when I am inſtructed 
what Courſe to take. 

The Counteſs of Eſſex yielding to 
the Perſwaſions of ber bittereſt 
Enemy, dry'd up her Tears; and 
alter a ſhort Pauſe, ſpoke to this 
* 


* Mother died very young, 
leaving no Child but me. My 
Father's. Offices obliging him to a 
conſtant Attendance at Court, he 
committed the Care of my Infancy 
to a Siſter of his that was ſettled 


about an hundred Miles from Lan- 
don. He could not at that Diſtance 


tec me ſo often: as he would, ſo | 


that 
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that when I came to Fourteen 
Years of Age, he thought, by diſ- 
poſing me in Marriage, to bring me 
nearer to him. 

The Eärlof Rutland tad but one 
Son, and the intinate' Friendſhip 
between my Father and him in- 
duc'd them to think” of a ſtricter Al. 
liance, Our Fortunes were equal; 
and the Earl of Rerland's Son being 
return'd out of Why, \ his Father 
acquainted him with his Defign "of 
marrying him. His Affection Was 
no way engag'd to the conttrary: 
And the Bulineſs was agreed on 
without! my knowledge, ho Was 
look'd upon as too young to be 
conſulted: with in a Canſe of that 
Nature. Let, Madam, my Heart 
was ſenſible ſo catly, and capable 


bf diſcerning between Perſont and 


Perſon” aud made ir Ap peat by Ex 
perience, / Obedience and Aﬀectign 
do hoh always agree... 
The Equipaze i tw" 'youn 
Handen was ne ſooner ready, 
Mn D 3 | but 
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but he came where I was. Being 


not in Love, nor expecting much 
Pleaſure in waiting on a Miſtreſs he 
had never ſeen, and was repreſent- 
ed to bim as a Child, he prayed 
three of his Friends to honour his 
Nuptials with their Preſence, The 
Earl of Effer was one of them. 
When they arrived, my Looks 
were divided between ſeveral Men, 
all much of an Age, anch alike un- 
known to me, I knew well enough 
the Earl of !Rutland 's Son was de- 
fgn'd my Hyſband ; and I preſent- 
uy widh'd he was the Man whom 
1 aftetbvards knew to be the Far 
of Hex; at the firſt Si ght of whom 
all; my Trouble for ih married {0 
young yas preſently over. He was 
the firſt that ſpoke to me, and looked 
on me more earneſtly than any of 
the others. This made me believe it 
was as I wiſh'd. But I was fadly 
undeceiv'd, when the young Earl 
. of, Rutland was preſented to me. 
I bloc and g d. not knowing 
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the Cauſe, The Earl of Efex did 
alſo the like; his. Eyes went ſtill in 
Search of me, and I was not reſerv'd 
enough to avoid 'em. The Trouble 
I appear'd in was attributed to the 
Innocence of my Age, and I quick- 
ly. learnt to take care to hide 
It. 

Our Parents being arrived, we 
were married, without being aft'd 
by them, if we were willing. The 
Earl of Rutland's Son appeared 
E with his Fortune, and per- 
haps found me more amiable than 
he expected. I, Madam, was ſo in 
Love with the Earl of Eſſex, all I 
could do, was not to hate my Huſ- 
band; yet I had the good Luck that 
my Kindneſs for my Lord of Eſſex 
was not ſo much as ſuſpected. 

"Twas believ'd I was then ſen- 
ſible of no other Pleaſures, but what 
Children delight in; but no Age 
is a Stranger to Love. I quickly 


knew what it was to; have a Kind- 


neſs; and ſoon complained the Li- 
| D 4 berty 
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berty of my Inclination had been 
ufurp'd upon me. I had little Joy in 
being ſo fair a Miſtreſs of myſelf, as to 
wiſh J could love my Huſband, and 
eidleavour it, and to have an Indit- 
ference for the Earl of Eſex; for 
all my Efforts to that hs were 
vain, 

The firſt Reſolution 1 took, was 
to avoid the Sight of a Man, WHO 
could only contibute to make me 
more WE And when he had 
taken his Leave, witch the reſt of my 
Lord of Rurlund's Friends, I pray'd 
my Father to ſpare my Youth for 
fome Time, and hot to expoſe me ſo 
early to the Court, where 1 never had 
been: My Defire was granted, and 
when my Father return'd for London, 
to ſatisfy. me, they took me to Nut- 
land. 

But he Courſe took produc'd 
not the Effect I propos'd: The Idea 
of the Earl of Eſſer accompanied 


me in my Solitude, And my Father- 


in-Law being dead, we were forc'd 
to 
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to go to London, after a Year's Stay 
in the Country. | 

Itrembled* to think I ſhould ſee 
the E. of Eſſex again, and reſolved 
with myſelf I would be the moſt 
retir'd Perſon on Earth, to avoid all 
Occaſions of meeting him, when 
News was brought me, he was gone 
with the Earl of Teiceſer into the 
Loro- Countries. The Queen receiv'd 
me with that Kindneſs ſhe uſually 
expteſſes to thoſe ſhe intends to 
honour. I admir'd her Merit, and 
the Pleaſure to ſee myſelf reſpected 
by her ſuſpended a bite my ſecret 
laquietudes, 

But within leſs chan half x a Year 


my Father died, ſoon after my Huſ- 


Pact T was milch afflicted at theſe 
Loffes: 1 bewailed my Father's 
Death a long Time: And if I had 


not for my. "Huſband that great 
Kindiels,” which is very ſeldom 


met with in Marriages oF 'Obedi- 


ence, my Reaſon, and his Com- 
plai nce, had forc'd me to eſteem 


(Y | 
him, and to expreſs Acknowledge- 
ments ſincere enough, to ſave me 
the Trouble of any juſt Reproach 
from myſelf, or any other. 

The Queen having told me, ſhe 
deſir d to have me near her, I quit- 
ted my Houſe for an Apartment in 
this Palace ; and my Fortune, which 
was very conſiderable, gave me 
ſuch Charms, as drew about me a 
Number of Suitors, who pretended 
a mighty Kindneſs for me; but were 


really rather a Trouble than Pleaſure 


to me. 


In this Conſideration was I, ED 
the-Earl of Eſſer return d to London. 
The Queen's Army had been vic- 


torious, and ſhe order d a publick 


| Thankſgiving when the Generals ar- 


riv'd, I waited on her to St. Paul's, 


and had not the Power, by any Con- 
lideration, to be ſo reſerv'd, as not ta 
ſingle aut from all the Nobility in 


the Kingdom, the Earl of Eſex a- 
The 


lone, to fix my Eyes on. 


( 79 ) 
The Morrow he was one of the 
firſt to wait on the Queen. I was 
with her before; and was mov'd at 
the Sight of him. We look'd on one 
another ſeveral Times with equal 
Concern. Madam, cry'd he, as ſoon 
as he could ſpeak to me, I have not 
bad a Moment's Liberty to ſignify to 
you, how great a Share I bear in your 
Lofles. I believe, anſwer'd I, 
are forry for my Misfortune. Tis 
natural for every one to be concern'd 
for ſuch a Perſon as you are, adds 
he; but; Madam, I am much more 
concern'd than any other. 

The Queen interrupted us, but in 
all the Reſpects the Earl. of Efex 
paid her, I could not but perceive his 
Eye was towards me. I confeſs I was 
glad to fee him ſo eager, and perhaps 
I anſwer'd him a little too ſoon; but 


I was. young, tender, and indepen- 


dent. His Merits | were then extra- 
ordinary, and he had the Advantage 
of my firſt Inclination. 

He came the ſame Day to ſee me 


( ba ) 
in my Apartment, and fail'd not 
to do it conſtantly afterwards. All 


his Actions perſwaded me at length 


that he lov'd me; and it was not 
long e er he let me know it. 
Madam, ſaid he, one Evening, hav- 
ing brought me to my Chamber, af- 
ter I had left the Queen, do you re- 
member the Time I accompany'd 
the Earl of Rutland to your Country- 
Houſe? I have not forgot, Sir, an- 
ſwer d I, that you were one of em 
that did him that Honour. Is that all 
you remember of it? adds he: Did 
you obſerve nothing in my Eyes 
worthy your Notice? And was it 
poſſible you ſhould inſpire into me ſo 
much Love, without feeling the Pow- 
er of it yourſelf? The Friendſhip I 
had for the E. of Rutland, and the 
Progreſs he had made, prevented my 
ſpeaking of it; yet Time and Abſence 
have but increas'd my Paſſion, and T 
proteſt ſincerely, from the ficſt Mo- 


ment 1 ſaw you, my Heart was never 


affected with any but yourſelf; -- 


— 
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A Diſcourſe of this Nature may 

perhaps be thought unfuitable to 

' the Condition I was then in; who 

mourned for a Father and a Huſ- 

band; yet I had not the Power to be 

offended with it: The Earl of Eſsex 

afſur'd me, I had gain'dhis Affection; 

- | I was willing to gain his, and car'd 
| for no more. 5 

You will give me "MW Madam, 
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to paſs over my Anſwers, and tell 


| | you only the Earl of Eßer was 
very well ſatisfied ' with them; that 


| we then ſettled the Correſpondenee 


Wwe have ſo long maintained; and 
| that we found Occaſions and Op 

| ee to poliſh and perfect 
it. 

Thus far you ſee me ignorant of 
the Queen's Inclinations: 1, as well 
as others, attributed the Fayour we 
ſaw the Earl - of Eſsex was in, to his 
Services, and his Dexterity in ſet- 
ting them out to Advantage. But in 
Time I perceived my Miſtake; and, 
as en as the Queen was, found 
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out the Myſtery, and trembled at 
| the Diſcovery. 
| The Earl of Efex had an elevated 
Soul, and capable of Greatneſs. Am- 
bition might rob me of him, and I 
was willing! to fortify :- myſelf againſt 
all Misfortunes, and to reſerve only 
an Eſteem for him. But what Hopes 
of doing that now. which all my 
Reaſon and two Years Marriage 
had not effected? 19 
At laſt Jealouſy ſucceeded my 
= Fears ; and I began to believe, the 
| Reſpect the Earl of Eſſex. had for 

the Queen might procced from a 
ſecret Affection. I fretted at this, 
and grieved at the Heart. The Earl 
perceived it, and ſolicited me long 
to tell him the Cauſe. I refuſed as 
long as I was able. I am. jealous, 
ſaic I to him at laſt, with a little 
Heat, and afraid I ſhould loſe your 
Affection. Tis not an Unhappineſs, 
ſaid he, to ſee you love me fo, as to. 
doubt of me: But there is no Cauſe to 
queſtion my Faithfulneſs, who 17 5 
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lov'd any but you. The Q. loves 
you, cry'd I, and her Kindneſs for 
you, with the Advantages of her Gran- 
deur, may be dangerous Temptations 
to your Perſeverance. The Q. love 
me, Madam ! replies he: How do you 
interpret her accuſtomed and ordi- 
nary Bounty, which hath, perhaps too 
generouſly recompenced my Services 
beyond their Merits? She is too 
haughty, and too great a Miſtreſs of 
herſelf, to fall into ſuch a Weakneſs. 
You know what illuſtrious Alliances: 
ſhe hath lighted ; and are to believe 


ſhe's above the Reach of Love. There: 


is not a Monarch upon the Earth, 
but I would prefer you before him, 
cry'd I, and meaſuring the Queen's 


Affection by mine, I am eaſily per- 
ſwaded ſhe may do ſo too; her Eye is 
always upon you, maugre all her Pre- 


cautions, and is never elſe ſatisfied ; 


and. I have obſerv d ſome Sighs from 
her, which a Heart conern'd. as mine 


cannot hear without Trouble. I did 


not till naw know how happy I was, 


ſays 


\ 
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ſays the E. of E/cex, but your Jealouſy 
makes me ſenſible of it. Vet, Madam 
give me Leave to aſſure you, you have 
no Cauſe for it. Were the Q. wen k, as 
you imagine; did ſhe offer me her 
Crown and her Kindneſs, I would 
by a Retuſal, let you ſee, though I 
have Ambition, my Love for you in- 
finitely exceeds it. To ſatisfy you 
ot your Miſtake, allow me to procure 
her Conſent to our Marriage You 
have mourned ſufficiently to avoid 
all Imputations of Indecency. It is 
in your Power to make me the hap- 


pieft of Men, and to clear the Donbts 


you have of my Faithfulneſs. 
I was far from oppoſing tae Pro- 


poſal he had made, and I was not fully 
convmc'd the Queen was in Love 


with him; yet, I thought * the 


was, be new it not. 
To let you ſee, adds he! 1 vil not 


conceal from you any Kindneſs the 
Q. hath oxpreſied for me, 1declare 1 


facrifice to you one of the handſom- 
eſt Ladies of the Court, 'who hath 
71 a a thou- 
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a thouſand Ways invited my Lo.. 
I preſs d him to let me know her 
Name, but he conjured me to be 
ſatisfied with what he had ſaid, 
and not to force him to any further 
Indiſcretion. I gave over preſſing 
him. 3 10 
The Counteſs ' of Nattingbham 
bluſh'd at this Part of the Diſcourſe; 
having Reaſon to believe herſelf the 
Perſon intended. She hated him the 
more for it ; but had the Command of 
herſelf, not to interrupt the Cobnteſs 
of Eſſex, who proceeded in her wa. 


This Freedom of the Eall put 
an End to my Suſpicions. I left him 
to take his Time for ſpeaking to the 
Queen : When he went to thank 
her for the Government of Feland, 
| beſtowed on him, he returned to 
me with Tranſports of Joy, to tell me 
the Queen had not only conſented 
to. his Defires, hut intended to mak 


5 che Earl of Lercefter King of Eng. 
land. 
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ad. This quieted my Spirits, and 
made me acknowledge, I had no 
Cauſe to be jealous. 


We.ſpent ſome Days with a great 


deal of Pleaſure, but were cruelly 
interrupted by the Order the Earl 
of Eſſex received to go into France, 
to command the Forces the Queen 
ſent in Aid of that King. I had 
not Time to expreſs my Grief to 


uiim, or to be a Witneſs of his: We 
parted in Haſte; and then it was I 


repented J had believed him; and 
the Queen's Coldneſs towards me 
convinced me of the Truth of my 
former Suſpicion; and that her ſend- 
ing away the Earl of Ef{ex, was 
but to remove him from me. 

I left the Court as ſoon as I could 
with Decency aſk the the Quęen Leave 
to retire to a Houſe of my Fa- 
theris, about fifty Miles from Lon- 
don will not tell you how I 
was: alarm'd at the News of the 


Earl of - Efex's Death, in his Re- 


turn 
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turn ſrom Spain. nor how we writ 
to one another in his 'Abſence. I 
was ready to die for Grief, when 
he arrired at my Houſe more re- 
ſpectful, and more amorous than 
he had ever :ppeared. 

He would have put me out of my 
Opinion concerning the Queen, but 
J ſeverely maintained. it true; and, 
when I had convinced him of it, he 
offcr'd to leave England, if I would 
name a Place were we might live 
quietly. I bad then Affection enough 


to incline me to conſent to this Pro- 


poſal; but conſidering it unjuſt in 


me to ſpoil the Progreſs of his 


good Fortune; and to put a Period 
to his Hopes, by an unexcuſable 
Retreat, I told him it was impoſe 


ſible: And uſhering with a Sign 


the Advice I was going to give 
him, Forget me, Sir, ſaid I, for 
1 fee your Fate will force you to 
it; the Queen will ſtill croſs us, 
and gever want Pretence to ſe- 
parate us: Tis better breaking 


off 
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off an Engagement that ſuits not 
with your Affairs. Nothing in the 
World cau be a g eater Mistortune 
to me, but I will ſub mit, to it, it it 
be or ur Good. Vou ſuſpect me 
of Indifference, ſaid he, interrupting 
me, and you have the Cruelty to 
adviſe me to it, Did you love me 
more, you would know me better: 
And, were I capable of doing an 


unjaſt Thing, I believe you would 


exhort me to forget you, for mo 
other Cauſe,” bur that ybu might 
think of me no more. But, Madam, 
to | ſhorten our :Diſcoarſs; and our 
Doubts, which almoſt makes me 
mad, believe it, I love you above 
all Things in the World. There is a 
ſure and eafy Way to ſatisfy you 
of it: You are not willing to go 
with me out of England, and 7 


you. are ſtill afraid 5 the Qacen. 


Let us marry privately, and Con- 
ceal. it till we ſee a more favourable 
Time; this will fruſtrate the Queen's 


Delign to var Prejudice, you Will 
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no longer doubt of my Affection, 
and if the Buſineſs = diſcover d, 
tis but flying out of the Reach of 
on Kelentment we hear. 


Lark 93 mov'd at thi: Dil. 
courſe, every Thing then oblig'd me 
0 beliere him. Let conſidrring it 
would reflect upon my Reputation 
to be privately married, I was afraid 
to conſent. The Earl complained 
of me; I cried: Love was our Ars 
bitrator, and decided the Contro- 
verſy in his Favour. After long Re- 
fiſtance, J agreed to a private Mar- 
riage, on Condition the Earl would 
go for London on the Morrow, and 
appear diſengag'd to the Queen from 
all the Kindneſs he had for me. We 

agreed to be married at the Earl of 
Southampton's, his particular Friend, 
where I was to ſtay, while he went 
for London. Thus we parted. He 
took · London Road, Lwent for South. 
* ampton, attended by Tracy, and a 
Domeſtick of the Earl of Efſex's, 
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in whom he: 1 87 an intire Con- 
fidence. : 

As the Eatl was on the Ron: he 
had Leiſure. to conſider what Mea⸗ 
| {ures to take. My Lord Southampton 

came to receive me at his Houſe ; 
where the E. of Eſe arriv d ſoon 
after he had obtain d Leave from the 
Queen to abſent himſelf for a few 
Days. 
Me are now come to the Inſtant 
that uſher'd in our Croſſes. We were 
married in the Preſence of my Lord 
Southampton, Tracy, and ſome Wo- 
men of mine, and a Kinſman of the 
Earl of Ee. He gave me an Ac- 
count how the Queen had receiv'd 
him, and began to confeſs, he be- 
liev'd ſhe lovd. him. 

» He ſtaid but fix. Days at South- 
ampton, in which Time we agreed 
what Courſe to take. 

I was too far from London to we 
the Earl often, without diſcover- 
ing our Correſpondence. And no- 
thing ſeem'd more proper to con- 
. ceal 
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ceal it, then a Houſe he had within 
a few Miles of London, on the Thames- 
Side. It ſtood alone, and was ſtrong 
enough to prevent a Surprize. 
Having ſettled my Affairs, I was 
conducted thither by my Lord South- 
ampton and Tracy, while the Earl of 
Eſſex returned for London. 

Nothing could be more pleaſant 
than the Solitude I was in. My 
Lord of Eſſex came to ſee me every 
Day: And I ſpent there two Years 
without a Moment's Trouble. At 
laft, an Accident happen d that miſe- 
rably. perplex'd us. 

The Earl of Eſex had A 
of Enemies who maligned him; 
and for all his Caution, they obſer- 
ved his extraodinary Aſſiduity for 
the Houſe I was in. They told the 
Queen of it. She was Gdlurb d at 
it, more, perhaps, for the Suſpicion 
ſhe had of ſome private Gallantry of 
his there, than for thoſe Matters they 
would have poſſeſt her with. 


I gave 


8 
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I gave her no Traible: The Earl's 
Diſengagement, with my: pretended 
Journey into. France, had fecur'd her 
as to me. Yet the: was refolved to go 
to fee whether the: Earl frequented 


the Houſe. only for the Pleaſure of 
the Place, or ſome hidden Cauſe. 

One Day, as the Earl was with 
her, ſhe gave Orders her ordinary 
Retinue ſhould be ready to wait on 
her. have long had a Mind to ſee 
vour Country- houſe, ſays ſhe to the 
Earl, I have had a very pleaſant 
Peſcription of it: The Weather is 
fair, and I believe a Walk fo far 
may do me good. 

Vou may imagine the Fears this 
put the Earl in: He durſt not open- 
p oppoſe her Deſign, 

ed to divert it, by»: ſaying, His 
Houſe deſerved not the Pains (he 
would take in going ſo far. 


When he ſaw ber reſolv d upon 
it, he begg d Leave to. go before, to 
pu Things in order for her Recep- 


tion. 


but endeavour- 
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tion. No'[fays ſhe] you ſhall be my 
Guide: There s no need for F 
tibrbn. 

The Earl at theſe Words trembled 
for me. He was depriv'd of all Means 
of Precaution, and the Concern; he 
appeared 1 in, made the Queen more 
curious. S 

Imagine what a Trouble he was in 
by the Way, and how often he wiſht 
ſomething might hinder their Arris 
val. But Fortune favour'd the Queen's 
Deſign ſo far, that they came ſafe to 
the Houſe, and the would preſently 
go and ſee the Lodgings. The Earl 
aſtoniſh'd, gave her his Hand. The 
Chamber I us'd, was the beſt of the 
Houſe, the firſt the Queen ſtaid at: 
The Earl ſeeing no Remedy, ſteps 
to the Door, which he found open, 
contrary to Cuſtom, and was plea- 
wgly ſurpriz'd, to find only Tracy 
there, fleeping, or rather pretending 
o ſleep on a Couch. He was quick- 
Vawak d, and having expreſt his Sur- 
prize, - and Reſpect, immediately 
withdrew. E The 
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The Earl of Eſex, who thought 
him at London, began to take heart, 
fancying his good Genius had reveal- 
ed the Adventure to Tracy.— But a 
new Trouble aroſe, my Picture hung 
in the ſame Room, under a Curtain. 
The Queen ask'd, If it was not the 
Earl's? He anſwer'd, with ſome 
Trouble, It was not. The Queen 


= drew the Curtain, and ſaw herſelf 


drawn at length, where the Earl 
thought my Picture would appear. 
Then it was he was perſwaded the 
faithful Tracy had an Intimation of 
the Journey. 

The Q. expreſs d much Joy to ſee 

her Picture in the Earl's Chamber. 
From the Houſe ſhe went into the 
Garden, took a ſhort Repaſt, dur- 
ing which, Tracy found the Opportu- 
nity to wiſper the Earl, He need 
not trouble himſelf— and return'd to 

London without the leaſt Suſpicion. 
Thus Matters paſe'd on their Sides. 
Astoours, the very Inſtant the Queen 
told the Earl of E/sex, ſhe wou 0 
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19 
his Houſe, the Earl of Southampton 
was at her Chamber- Door: You are 
come in good Time, To go with the 
Queen to the Earl of Eſex's, ſays 
the Officer who was going to pro- 
vide the Equipage. 

The Earl of Southampton by theſe 
few Words,. quickly diſcovered the 
Storm that threatened his Friend : 
And to provide a Remedy: I am not 
very well, ſaid he to the Officer, per- 
haps the Queen may command me to 
wait on her, I will not go into her 


Preſence. Pray let her not know you 


have ſeen me. The Officer promis'd 
ſhe ſhould not, and Southampton 
haſten'd to the Earl of Eſex's to tell 
Tracy, who immedietley took the 
beſt Horſe his Maſter had, and rode 
© faſt, that he was with me before 
the Queen left London. 

I was not a little troubled at the 
News. Tracyhid me andmy Woman, 
in a Quarter, where was no Likeli- 
hood of our being diſcovered, and 
then chang'd the Queen's Picture 
for mine, E 2 That 
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That Evening the Earl of Ey/ex 
came to ſee me, and gave me an Ac- 
count: of the 'Tortures he had that 
Day endur'd for me; and how South- 
ampton and Tracy delivered him out 
of tlie: 

The 7705 rebell' d; I lay in at that 
Time. The Earl of E x, who lov'd 


me no leſs than his Glory, had with- 


in himſelf deſperate Conflicts. His 
Duty prevail'd: He defird he might 
Command the Army, the Queen 
granted it; and the ſame Time. de- 
clar'd her Affection for him, which 
L was before but to well aſſured ot. 
She gave Abundance of very kind 
Expreſſions, and (to confirm the 
Truth of them) a Ring, which ſtill 
leaves the poor Earl of Efex ſome 
Hopes. 


He was ſufficiently prepared to 


manage the Queen : and you lee, 


by this Time, Madam, whether he 


was not under a Neceſſity of fome 
Dithmulation. 


He gave me 4 faithful Account of 


all 
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all that paſs'd between em, and be- 
ing fearful for me in his Abſence, he 
reſolv'd to remove me, and to-go him- 
ſelf out of England, if Matters were 
diſcovered, 

his put him in Search of tome 
Place of Refuge. The King of Scots 
promis'd him, among others, the 
Palace of Dimbung. The Earl of Ty- 
rone made him many Propoſals, but 
certain it is, he never hearken'd to 
any of them. 

I was weak when he left u me, und 
oblig'd to recover a little Strength, 
before I would undertake a Voyage 
for Scotland. | 

J was on my Way, Fortune ſtay'd 
me, the Earl of F//ex was charg'd 
with ſeveral Matters, and the Queen, 
prepoſſeſt by our Enemies, took. our 


innocent Precautions for Crimes. 


At laſt, Madam, the Earl was forc'd 
to come and ſhut himfelf up in the 


Place were I was, and was reſolved 


to periſh in Defence of me. 
You know what follow'd, Conſi- 
E 3 der 
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der the Frights I was in, amidit fo 
much Trouble and Blood I ſaw every 
Day ſpilt. | 

The Earl conjur'd me inceſſantly 
to quit a Place where he could not 
make any long Defence, in Oppoſi- 
tion to lo many Forces, as were im- 
ploy d to take it. 

I exhorted him to yeild, and im- 

plote the Queen's Goodneſs. He 
proteſted he would never do it, till 
I was in a Place of Safety. 
Thus was I forc'd to leave him, 
and go for Dimburg. The faithful 
- Tracy who ſhould have conducted me 
thither, had periſh'd already in main- 
taining the Intereſt of his Maſter. 

The Earl of Eſsex committed me 
to the Charge of one of his Kinſmen, 
they forc'd me out of his Arms, to 
put me on board a Boat that waited 
for us on the Thames, and was to car- 
ry us to the Place where our ny 
attended us. 

My Fears and my Grief put me into 
a Fever. This ſtaid me ſome Days at 

a little 
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a Tittle Village, where I had News of 
the Earl's Impriſonment, and the 
Queen's Reſolution to ruin him. 

The Extremity of my Deſpair put 
me on the Reſolution of preſenting 
myſelf to the Queen, and endeavour- 
ing to obtain ſome Favour by an in- 
genuous Confeſſion; but Madam, you 
know, I found in ker no Diſpoſition 
to pardon us. 

My Conduct hath produced a tet- 
rible Effect, and I may juſtly reproach 
myfelf, to have been the Cauſe of all 
my Lord of Ejsex's Misfortunes. 

This Diſcourſe ended in Tears. 
The Counteſs of NM. took ſmall Care 
to ſtop them : She was too much 
concerned m more than one Part of 
the Story, which heightened her 
Fury: and leaving the Counteſs of 
Efsex, to the Horror of Deſpair; ſhe 
returned to the Queen, whom - ſhe 
found almoſt drowned in Tears: She 
uſed all her-Art to revive the Queen's 
Anger, and by her cruel Addreſs, ef- 
fected her Deſign, without ſaying a 

| E 4 Word 
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Word directly againſt the Criminal. 
Ceci] and ſhe, were tormented to 
ſec the Execution delay d. 

What ſhall we do, Madam? fays 
he to her, if the Queen, in the very 
heighth of her Anger, will, not give 
Way that Juſtice be done, what are 
we to expect when her Anger 1s 0- 
ver? What are we not to fear irom 
her Love if it once get the Maſtery 
of a Heart as her's is? "Tis no Where 
ſo imperious, no where ſo abſolute, 
and I very much doubt whether all 
our Caution can prevent the ill Effect 
of it. Ina Word, condemn'd as the 
Earl of Eſex is, by an auguſt Aſſem- 
bly, tis poſſible he may recover his 
former Favour with the Queen, and 
utterly ruin us, as ſoon as he ſets 
footing. at Court. I ſhall ſtir my- 
felf a little c'er that comes to paſs 
(ſays the Counteſs of Nortingbam) 
I have the Queen's Ear: — And 1 
know how to ſpeak, Iam not ſuſpect- 
ed, nor am I a Stranger to the Secrets 


of the one or the other: : Yet we are 
d not 
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not to flatter ourſelves, the Earl of 
Eſsex is Maſter of his Fortune. If he 
petition, - the Queen will not have 
Power to deny him.-- He hath a 
Pledge, which gives him an abſolute 
Power over her : Bat, thanks to his 
Pride he will not make ule of it; 
beſides, whom can he employ in an 
Affair of this Nature, but we can 
eaſily corrupt. I will not leave the 
Queen, and I'll pawn my Life, III 
ſecure all with her. Do your Part, 
and let's not be ſurpriz d. 

Cecil knew the Counteſs of Wie- 
fingham to well to doubt of what 
— ſaid, he parted better ſatisfied, 
and thought of nothing but what 
flattered their common Hatred a- 
gainſt Eſsex. ä | 

The Queen had a very in Night, 
tormented equally with Siekneſs and 
Trouble. She confidered the Unfaith- 
fulneſs of the Earl of Eſsex, his plot- 
ting againſt her Authority, his pri. 
vate Marriage, his giving himſelf 


. up to the Pleaſures of it, 
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While he pretended to be entirely at 


her Devotion, - and his Pride in the 


Depth of his Misfortunes. 


She thought ſometimes theſe Re- 
flections ſtrong enough to enable her 
to ſee him die; but preſently the 
pleaſant Idea of him. ſhe would de- 
{troy, his Merit, his Services, and the 


natural Inclination ſhe had for him 


inſpired her again with more gentle 
Reſolutions. She thought it better to 


ſee him a Criminal, then never ſee 


him more. The Thoughts of hisExe- 
cution put her almoſt beſide herſelf, 
tho' it was in her Power to prevent it. 

The Counteſs of Nottingham was 
as wakeful as the Queen, tho' for 
very different Reaſons, and waiting 
on her in the Morning as uſual, You. 
find me in a lamentable Condition, 
ſays the Q. and if you help not to 


comfort me, I ſhall not be able to en- 


dure it much longer. The Wretch 
who cauſeth me all this Trouble, is 


always before my Eyes, in the moſt 


pititu}, Condition jmaginable. Is it 
"elicit poſſible 


at 
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poſſible I ſhould do nothing for him 
in ſuch an Extremity ? Shall I per- 
mit him to periſh, as if I do not 
value him more than another, when 
I have declared to him, I loved him ? 


Shall 1 reproach myſelf one Day with 


Cruelty, to have forſaken him when 
it was in my Power to fave him? 
What your Majeſty. ſhall be pleaſed 
to do in his Favour, replies the Coun- 
teſs of Nottingham, will be the more 
generous ; for that he hath not ſolicit- 
ed it; if he petitioned, your Bounty 
would be looked upon as an Effect of 
your Pity, and his Submiſſion : But 
now it will! proceed purely from 
your Goodnels. 


Theſe Words affected partly what 


ſhe aimed at. The Queen bluſhed, 


and was ſilent a-while⸗ 
It muſt be confeſſed (proceeds ſhe) 


That to do all for him, without put- 
ting him to the Coſt of one Sign of 
Repentance, is to approve of his 
Pride, and encourage him to carry it 
on to the higheſt Extremities. He 


would 
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would have my Kindneſs do all; and 
without any reflection on the Out- 
rages he hath done me: He believes 
T ſhall think myſelf happy too in 
holding the Executioner's Hand, 
Never doubt, Madam, (fays the 
Counteſs) but he makes account to 
triumph ſtill over that Goodneſs your 
Majeſty hath always made / appear 
towards him. Had he been carried 
from Mſiminſter to the Scaffold, had 
you given him à Sight of that Scene 
of Death, and pardoned Southampton; 
without Reſpiting the other's Exe- 
cution, he had been glad to make 
uſe of any Means in his Power to 
move you to Mercy. But he knows 
the Power he had over You ; and 
pretends that by receiving a Pardon, 
he vouchſafed not to Petition for, 
all the World will believe him inno- 
cent. But, Madam, if Matters be car- 
Tied on thus, what will be thought of 

the Juſtice of the Kingdom, what 

will the World judge of your Ma- 
| py: ? There is not a Perſon igno- 
| rant 
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rant of this Adventure; and if the 
Earl of | Eſſex, without acknowledg- 
ing his Crimes, ſees himſelf at Li- 
berty, will it not be ſaid, That 
England is govern'd by a Queen not 
ſo diſcreet as Fame reports her to be? 

At this Cecil arriv'd, and fortify d 
extreamly the Counteſs of Notting. 
ham's party, he ſeconded her, with 
all the Art of a cruel Eloquence; to 
perſuade the Queen the was con- 
cerned in Honour the Earl of Eſſex 


ſhould die. 


The Queen in a Pet, conſented he 
ſhould be executed ſuddenly; ant 
Cecil loft no Time, in carrying her 
Orders to thoſe who were to be 
Actors in the Execution, 

The Earl of Hex, as the Counteſs 
of Nottingham had ſhrewdly gueſſed, 
had no Thoughts of petitioning for 
a Favour, which, in all Probability 


the Queen's Kindneſs would of itſelf 


freely grant him. But when he ſaw 


himlelt on the Point of being carried 


to the Place of Execution, he thought 
it 
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it his Duty not to neglect the Medi- 
cines he had in his Power, to bring 
about the Queen. Then he reſolv'd 
to :mplore her Mercy, and put her 
in Mind of her Promiſes and Oaths. 
And knowing the Counteſs of Not- 
tngham was her Favourite and Con- 
fidant, tho' he had Cauſe to believe, 
ſhe had no great Kindneſs for him, 
her was perſwaded ſhe might have 
Generoſity enough to ſerve him in 
this important Mediation. 
HNHle ſent to deſire the Favour of a 
Viſit from her. The Counteſs, impa- 
tient to know the Cauſe, went di- 
rectly to him, without acquainting 
the Queen. 

Who but a Barbarian could have 
ſeen the Earl of Eſex's Perfon, and 
at the ſame Time known his Misfor- 
tune, without being melted into 
Compaſſion? Yet the Counteſs of 
Nottingham, at the Sight of him, was 
all Cruelty and Revenge; but, feign- 
ing ſome Sweetneſs, ſhe gave him 
a Way to declare himſelf thus : 


any Remains of Kindneſs for him; 


her to remember the Promiſes ſhe 


Ann, 

Can you, Madam, pardon the moſt 
unfortunate of Men, the Trouble he 
gives you, at a Time when he hath 
no Cauſe to flatter himſelf you have 


yet nothing can be now a greater 
Advantage to me, than your Pro- 
tection, I know the Power you 
have over the Queen, and would you 
be pleaſed to join it to my Sorrow and 
Repentance for having offended her, 
I doubt not but we may prevail much. 
Tell her then, Madam, continues he, 
putting his Knee to the Ground, that 
you have ſeen me in this ſuppliant 
Poſture, full of Grief for having de- 
ſerved her Hatred. Reſtore her this 
Ring which I have kept, and intreat 


made when ſhe gave it me. I beg 
my Life by this Pledge, and the can- 
not deny it me, without forgetting 
her Oaths. I can no longer look on 
Life as a Thing pleaſant to me; but 
a miſerable Wife, and the Intereſt of 
a Son, preſs me to continue it as long 

as 
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as I can. I cannot think the In- 
nocence of the one, nor the Infancy 
of the other, needs my Juſtification, 
The Favour to be begg'd of the 
Queen 1s for me alone. 

The Counteſs of Notttngbam was 
traniported with Joy to ſee the Earl 
truſt her with the Ring, which had 
ſo many Times alarm'd her, and 
whole Power Cecil was ſtill afraid of. 
She frankly promis'd what ſhe had 
not the leaſt Intent to do for the Earl 
of Eſiex, added feign'd Tears to 
her falſe Promiſes, and aſſured him 
ſhe would directly go uſe her utmoſt 
Intereſt with the Queen in his Fa- 
vour. 

But inſtead of going to the Queen 
to give her an Account of her Viſit, 
ſhe went to Cecil, who waited for 
her, praiſed her Cruelty, and had the 
Pleaſure to ſee in his Power, the 
ele Obſtacle againſt Eſex's Deat'] 
They went together to the Greta, 
who aſking, How Eſiex received her 
laſt Orders? 
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He was never obſerved ſo haugh- 


ty, Madam, anſwers Cecil, he cannot 
prevail wich himſelf to ſhew the 
leaſt Sign of Repentance. He thinks 
of nothing but his Wife, and the is 
the whole Subject of his Diſcourſe 
to thoſe who go to him. Let him 
die then, let bim p-rith, (ſays the 
Qucen, very angry) ſince he will have 
it lo, Let me be-cas'd- of the tor- 
menting Uncertainties and Diſquiets 
Jam vider—I am no longer againſt 
his Execution, . 

This zealous Miniſter was unwil- 
ling to leave the Queen the leaſt Time 
or Reflection. And While the Earl of 
Eſex was in Expectation of the Ef- 
fect of the Promiſes of the unfaithful 


Counteſs of Nottingham, Proviſion 


was made for his Execution in the 


Tower, to avoid a Rebellion among 


che People, who lov'd him. os 
His Soul was naturally great, and 
diſcover'd not the leaſt Weaknets: in 


the laſt ee 
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Never did Man go to his Death 
with more Conſtancy and Firmneſs, 
he did not murmur in the leaſt a- 
gainſt the Queen, tho' he might have 
reproach'd her with Promiſes. He 
mounted the Scaffold reſolutely, un- 
dreſs'd himſelf, recommended his 
Family to thoſe about him, and hav- 
ing drawn Tears from all Eyes that 
t were Spectators of that laſt Act of 
his Life, he receiv'd his Death, with- 
out ſo much as giving Leave his Eyes 
ſhould be cover'd. 

Thus dy'd this famous Favourite 
of Queen Eligabeth, one of the belt 
qualified Men ia the World, and a 
Man who had been too happy, had 
not Love had too great a Power over 
him. 

Soon after the Queen had conſent- 
ed he ſhould be executed, the relaps'd 
into her former Irreſolutions, and 
after a ſharp Conflict within herſelf, 
ihe reſolv d to pardon him, and ſent 
an Officer of her Guards to forbid 
their proceeding further; but it was 
| too 
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too late, Cecil had foreſeen what 
might happen, and cruelly provided 
againſt the Effects of her Relapſe in- 
to former Kindeſs. The Earl of Eſſeæ 
was already executed, and that was 
the Anſwer he carry'd the Queen. 

Then it was ſhe loſt her ordinary 
Moderation; then her Grief broke 
out publickly. | 

Cecil, ſays the, What Miſchief has 
your barbarous Zeal and Impatience 
done me! 

With that ſhe burſt out into Tears, 


and would not indure the Careſſes 
or Comforts of any about her. 


While the Queen abhorred herſelf 
for the Orders her Anger had given 
Cecil, who had ſo faithfully cauſed 
them to be executed, enjoyed the 
Pleaſure of having procured them: 
And, the Counteſs of Nottingham 
triumph? din herſelf, for the Revenge 


ſhe had taken of one who had all 


along ſlighted her Charms. 
'Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Grief 


of the Counteſs of Ehe, the moſt 


ſtony 
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ſtony Hearts had Tears for her. The 

Queen, whoſe Anger was dead with 

the Earl; ſent to comfort her, and a- 

ſure. her, ſhe was at he Liberty, 

and migh diipoſe of her i: 11ſband's 

Eſtate. 

Let hor take my Life, and k=-e;) her 
Pity to herſelf, ſays the mourning 
Counteſs to the Queen's Meſſen ger, 
ſhe hath robbed me of all that 5 
my Life dear unto me, and 'tis not in 
her Power to repair the Miſchief ſhe 
bath. done me. 

The Earl of Eſex's Friends find- 
ing her at preſent incapable of Com- 
fort, even from them whom ſhe 
eſteem' d highly, for their Love to 
the Earl, took her from London, in 

Hopes that Time might make her 
ſuſceptible of that Conſolation, which 
the Violence of her preſent Sor- 
Tows rendered altogether vain. 
As for the Queen, ſhe languiſhed 
out the reſt of her Life: The only 

; Comfort ſhe had, was to think the 

= Earl of Hex had __ her to his 
—_ - Death, 
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© Death, and never made her any -—_— 
h Submiſſion. | | = 
fo The Counteſs of Nottingham had 1 
A but ſmall Joy of her faithie's Life. = 
8 A violent Malady ſcized her, and N 

made her ſenſible of the Horrors ol 
r of Death: R morſe of Conſcience 
g | tormented her, the Ghoſt of the late 
74 Earl of Efjex, whole Death her Cruel- 
e ty occationed, Cemed to haunt her 
n | inceflantly. And being at the Point 
e of Death, ſhe could not depart with- 

out acknowledging her Crime to 
- the Queen: Having begged one 
- Moment's Audience, the confeſt all 
C that had paſs'd between the Earl of 
D Eſjex and her, the Love the had for 
1 him, the implacable Hatred. that ſuc- 
r | ceedediit, ard her Perfidioutneſs in 
1 keeping the Ring he had trufted her 
- with. With that ſhe preſented the 

Ring to the Queen, who was ready 
l to dye at the receiving it, and was 
* within very litile of making the Dy- 
0 ing Counteſs feel the Violence of 
8 


her Reſentment. 
| Wretch! 
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Wretch! cries ſhe, with Looks 
full of Indignation, What Remorſe 
haſt thou expos'd me to; Whether 
Heaven will pardon thy Crimes I 
know not; ſure Iam, I ſhall never 
forget them. 

Having thus ſaid, the Queen went 
out, and the Counteſs in few Hours 
died. 

This prov'd a mortal Blow to 
the Queen's Health ; who not long 
after died, uncomforted for the Earl 
of Eſſex. 

Cecil had lov'd the Counteſs of 
Nottingham too well to be ſo eaſily 
comforted for hers. 

By the Death of Queen Eligabetb, 
the Crown of England paſs d into the 
Illuſtrious Houſe of the Stuarts, 
whoſe Right it was. -And King 
James, after a glorious Reign, left 
it to his Poſterity, for the. g pale of 
his Kingdoms. 2 
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